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Three examples 

of how the body 

styling of both 

J.W. Boltons 

and Boltons 

Ltd changed 

over the  

decades. 

 

TOP: The last 

body style to be 

produced for 

Transperth is 

shown on (702)

a 1988 Renault 

PR180.2 artic 

seen loading in 

St Georges Tce 

on a wet July 

morning in 

1996. (Geoff 

Foster) 

 

CENTRE: This 

1967 Leyland 

Tiger Cub was 

MTT 756 but is 

seen in later 

ownership by 

Horizons West. 

Similar bodies 

were built on 

Leopard and 

Panther chassis 

(Geoff Foster) 

 

BOTTOM: This 

1952 Leyland 

Royal Tiger 

was built by 

Boltons for 

Metro Buses as 

(106) and is 

now preserved. 

(Bruce Tilley) 
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LEFT: MTT 

Perth, (315) a 

1951 Boltons 

bodied Guy 

Arab heads for 

West Perth on 

route 2 on 31 

July 1970. 

(J. Webster) 
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Some further exam-

ples of Boltons bus 

bodies for the WA 

public sector from 

the 1950s and 60s. 

 

TOP: This former 

W.A. Government  

Railways Boltons 

bodied Foden (H44)   

has been retained 

for preservation by 

the Bus Museum of 

Western Australia. 

(Geoff Foster) 

 

 

CENTRE: Another 

Boltons bodied half 

can bus for Perthôs 

MTT was  (367) on 

an AEC Regal III 

chassis, seen at the 

Barrack Street 

Wharf terminus on 

31 July 1970. 

(John Webster) 

 

 

BOTTOM:: In the 

1950s and 60s many 

heavy duty Leylands 

were purchased but 

there was also a 

small batch of  the 

lighter chassied 

Albion Vikings. MTT 

(6) was built in 1965 

by Boltons and is 

seen heading along 

St Georges Terrace 

for Bayswater on 

route 41 on 31 July 

1970. 

(John Webster). 



5 

A CENTENARY OF BOLTONS COACH AND BODY BUILDING 

FROM 1888 TO 1989 
by Evan Thomas  

 

Isaac and Isabella Bolton and their eight children arrived in Fremantle on the steamer Yeoman in 1887. Shortly 

after his arrival, Isaac founded a coach building business known as Bolton & Sons in Fremantle, having been a 

wheelwright in Hollingbourne, Kent England. Their initial factory was at 45 William St Fremantle and he  

employed most of his sons. 

 

In 1902 Boltonôs engaged an architect Oldhamôs to design a new factory at 63 Henry St Fremantle (corner of 

Henry St and Marine Terrace) with 40 x 40 ft showrooms and was made dustproof.  Their business brochure 

circa 1909 Bolton & Sons boasted the best workmen in the Commonwealth and manufactured all types of  

Buggies Wagons etc and every kind of vehicle new and second-hand. They were also direct importers. Isaac 

retired in 1912 and the business was carried on by two of his sons, Alfred and Len until 1924 when Alf retired. 

Isaac died in 1912 and it is of interest that one of his mourners was a leading hand by the name of Porter who 

later started his own bus building business as Howard Porter. 

 

As Boltonôs used Tuart for the most of their timber that was used for wheels hubs and even car bodies, they 

purchased a timber mill (Baileyôs) in Mandurah where Len Bolton installed a manager W McKerracher after 

the war and operated the mill for their own use until about 1926. This gave then a big advantage over other 

coach builders at that time as they had access to their own timber and could control the seasoning of the Tuart. 

 

In 1926 Leonard Bolton purchased the business of Daniel White and Co., amalgamating the two and formed 

Boltonôs Ltd. Daniel White and Co. was a company who had their main business in Melbourne that was formed 

in 1869 and opened in Perth in 1897. They started to build bodies on imported car chassis in 1904 both British 

and American. Boltonôs turnover in 1928-29 reached Ã80,000 and they had about 200 employees. 

 

In 1935 Boltonôs Ltd purchased, for about Ã5,000, 1and 3/4 acres of land belonging to Holdenôs Ltd (the early 

car manufacturer) at the corner of Sutherland and Stone St. West Perth just under the subway. They proceeded 

to build a new factory consisting of approximately 35.000 square feet and large enough for 300 employees. It 

was opened in June 1936 by the then Minister for industry A R Hawke (later premier of WA 1953) at a  

function attended by over 200 prominent business persons of WA.  

 

In his speech Minister Hawke mentioned that the factory was designed to allow plenty of light and for keeping 

the air clean and fresh for the workers. Also that Boltonôs had endeavoured to see that there was an entire lack 

of monotony in their employeeôs work. Also during his speech he stated that the value of imported car bodies 

from abroad amounted to  Ã10,000 and from the eastern states approximately Ã227,000. The building was built 

by well know Perth builder Doust. 

 

Before moving to West Perth, Boltons had built many of WAôs Trams Buses and coaches including ten of the 

Alpine Coôs Reo parlor cars in 1936.The Alpine Coôs Parlor car  board of directors at that time included Mr J J 

Poynton, Lord Mayor of Perth and G. Nankivell whose family in later years was involved also in Perthôs body 

building industry. 

 

In 1939 Mr L Bolton submitted a tender to build 44 Double-decker buses for Melbourne but was not successful.  

 

War Time Work 

After being successful in a tender to manufacture 2000 timber boxes for packaging 18 pounder shells for the 

Defence Department in 1938 Boltonôs war time work continued by an order in 1940 for the machining and 

completion of 550,000 smoke bombs worth around  Ã75,000. They also were to make up to 120,000 wooden 

containers for the bombs. During the war Boltonôs paid their women workers 90% of the male award rates even 

when the union recommended about 80%. 
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TOP: As well as public 

buses, Boltons also 

bodied school buses 

and some coaches. This 

1968 International 

C1500 was new to the 

WA Red Cross and is 

seen later with Baroona 

Tours of Mildura. 

(Geoff Foster) 

 

CENTRE: A line up 

shot  of Perthôs Boltons 

bodied Sunbeam  

trolleybuses with (865) 

leading the row. 

(Graeme Turnbull) 

 

BOTTOM: Boltons also 

bodied several of the 

demonstrator Leyland 

Lynx buses used in  

Australia. Here we see 

MTT Perth (11) 6YY 

320. (Bruce Tilley) 
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A gas producer called the EVER-READY was also made by the company to help the war effort as well as 

military ambulances. At the time of closure of the munitions manufacture Boltonôs employed some 330  

workers who were working up to 3 shifts a day. 

 

In 1948 Mr Leonard Bolton MLC died and two of his sons took over the management of the company. Mr 

Keith Bolton became the Managing Director and retained that position until Bolton Ltd closed in 1972.  

 

Immediate post-war public transport body building would naturally be a time of slow build-up and Boltonôs 

first large body building order was for 40 bodies to be built on the Sunbeam trolley buses in 1949.  

The Government Tramways had ordered 50 Sunbeams and 10 were built at Commonwealth Engineering in 

NSW. The first 26 chassis arrived in Fremantle in October 1949 and Boltonôs first built Sunbeam was delivered 

in to the WAGT in July 1950, (WAG 51). It was stated that this was also WAós first all-steel bus body,  

however Boltonôs also built in 1948 two all-steel bodies on Daimler CVD6ôs for United Buses. They also built 

some AEC Regal Mk 111ôs for the WAGR immediate post war period. There is large photograph of the AEC 

Regal fleet in the East Perth Terminal.  

 

There was considerable co-operation between Boltonôs and Commonwealth Engineering (Waddingtons) of 

NSW in the early post World War II period and beyond.  Commonwealth Engineering is said to have provided 

Boltons with jigs or patterns for the framing for steel bodied buses and some 1960s buses had front had rear 

moulds very similar to Comeng bodies of the same period.  

 

Boltonôs plant and machinery was more up the date that any other Body Building factory in WA and would one 

would assume be the preferred choice for a local manufacturer 

 

Until their closure in 1972, Boltonôs Pty Ltd regularly built bus bodies for the Metropolitan Transport Trust, as 

indicated in the list below 

Sunbeam Trolleybus - 40   Daimler  - 11    Leyland Lion ï 11  

AEC Regal 111,1V,V1 - 58   Daimler Roadliner - 1  Leyland Tiger ï 8 

Albion Viking - 10    Guy Arab - 150    Leyland Worldmaster ï 24 

Leyland Tiger Cub - 41    Leyland Leopard - 50  Leyland Panther ï 19 

 

A number of these contracts ran in parallel with deliveries from competitors including Howard Porter and 

Freighter WA. Boltons last bus delivered to the then MTT was a Leyland Panther MTT 849 in December 1971. 

A number of buses were also built for private operators. 

 

Isaac Bolton and his sons were quite involved in local sporting and political scenes. It started when Mr. Isaac 

Bolton was elected to the first Municipal Council of North Fremantle and later, his eldest son, Herbert, was 

Mayor for three terms. A second son, Harry, was the member for North Fremantle in the Legislative Assembly 

and, when this seat was abolished in 1911, he represented the South Fremantle electorate. On his return from 

active service is World War I, he became State president of the R.S.L.  

 

Mr. Leonard Bolton was for six years a member of the East Fremantle Municipal Council and was also Mayor 

for five years. In 1930 he was elected to the Legislative Council as the member for the Metropolitan Province. 

He also was on the executive of the Royal Agricultural Society 1932 

 

In sport the family also had a distinguished record. Mr. Herbert Bolton was a prominent cyclist who was  

narrowly beaten by an Italian champion, M. Porta, when he visited this State, and Mr. Leonard Bolton  

represented WA in a Dunlop 100 miles relay race, in addition to playing first grade cricket and being selected 

for the State lacrosse team for the first interstate carnival in Adelaide in 1905. His three sons played first grade 

cricket in WA. Bowls has always been a popular sport with the family and during one season four of the Bolton 

brothers, playing as a team.  

 

After Boltonôs Pty Ltd closed Keith Boltonôs only son John with the help of some of the staff and workmen 

from Boltonôs started a new company based in Belmont called J W BOLTONS. They started manufacturing 

Fire Tenders and then bus bodies, mainly for the MTT on Mercedes 0305, 0305G, Leyland B21 and Renault 

PR100 and PR180 chassis.  
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A batch of Mercedes 0303 coaches for Westrail in 1983 were built by Ansair in Mebourne but fitted out by 

J.W.Bolton. The last buses produced were MTT Renault PR180.2 (753-756) all delivered in October 1989. 

 

John was not an apprentice at Boltonôs Pty Ltd, however he continued in the long line of WA Body Builders 

that his great grandfather Isaac Bolton commenced in 1888 and their last bus body delivered was in December 

1989.  His contribution to the Bolton's Body Building Dynasty was to ensure that the name BOLTON survived 

for just over a century of coach building for Western Australia. 

 

Two early Bolton (Commonwealth Engineering style) half cab buses survive in preservation in presentable 

condition. These are Metro Omnibuses 81, a Leyland OPS4 and WA Govt Tramways Guy Arab 101. WAGT 

subsequently had other buses bodied by Commonwealth Engineering in Sydney, - Leyland OPS4 and OPD2 

half cabs and more AEC Regal IIIs. One of the Leyland OPS4s is in preservation, although the MTT rebuilt its 

body to the extent there is very little of the original remaining. 

 

About The Author 

 

I am the great grandson of Isaac and Isabella Bolton. One of Isaacôs daughters Maud married Evan Thomas 

who was the authorôs grandfather. Keith Boltonôs family lived nearby and the families were close. My  

connection to buses, trams and trolleys comes about thru my father who was workshop manager at the WA 

Government Tramways and later became chairman of the MTT. Hence my first PSV vehicle was a tram which, 

when I was 10 yo  I drove it at about 2 pm one night after Dad attended a late night derailment. I also spent a 

lot of time as a youngster at the car barn during weekends. 

 

I served an apprenticeship as a fitter  and then a few years as a draughtsman and then travelled to the UK and 

worked for AEC and Leyland Motors as a service engineer. Returning to Australia, I worked for Leyland in 

Adelaide for a short-while then for Freighters Industries as their Hino bus sales representative in WA.  

Freighters had just taken over Martin Nixon in Osborne Park. 

 

At Freighters WA I was in charge of the bus body building and we built 50 Leyland Cubs and then the Hino 

RC100P's for the WAGR in1967   the first Hino's to enter into service in WA. I then went to the MTT as an 

engineer. During the years I was there I spent most of my time problem solving. 

 

VICTORIAN STATE ELECTION 2014 
 

With a State election due in November 2014 many pundits were predicting that public transport will be a key 

issue for voters, along with the continuing controversy over the east west road tunnel.  Over recent months this 

prediction has started to play out in a big way. The ALP fired an opening shot on Sunday 19 January with a 

pledge of a $50 million one year trial of trains, trams and buses running through the night on Friday and  

Saturday nights under the banner of Homesafe.  

 

Under the proposal, trains would run through the night on Friday and Saturday across all lines, while trams 

would run to several destinations including St Kilda, Coburg, Bundoora, Port Melbourne, Carnegie, Box Hill 

and Vermont South. The current NightRider buses would also continue, with a focus on areas not serviced by 

rail. Buses to Geelong, Ballarat, Bendigo and Traralgon would leave Southern Cross Station at 2am on Friday 

and Saturday nights. PSOs would continue to staff stations under the plan and there would be a Homesafe  

mobile app developed to tell people when the next service will run 

 

Mr Andrews said it was time that Melbourne caught up with international cities such as Berlin, New York and 

Chicago which already have 24-hour public transport services. Labor Transport spokeswoman Jill Hennessy 

said that following the 12-month trial, it would review demand and structure the system accordingly. The  

Government responded by claiming the true cost would be more than double Laborôs estimate and would  

require a 22% fare increase to cover costs. 

 

In November 2013, Mr Andrews pledged to sell the Port of Melbourne and use the money to remove 50 of 

Melbourne's worst level crossings and is running television advertisements on the topic. 
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In early March the Government announced a plan to modernise the Dandenong line further by acquiring 25 

new trains and by eliminating four level crossings at Carnegie, Murrumbeena, and Clayton, the removal of 

which would also benefit service reliability of bus routes using those roads.  

 

This was followed on 25 March by a major announcement that, if elected, the Government would cap the  

maximum daily fare at the same rate as for Zone 1, meaning that commuters travelling across Zones 1 and 2, 

either to/ from the CBD or cross suburban, would receive a fare reduction. They also announced that trams 

would be fare free in the CBD grid and docklands, an initiative long supported by business and the Committee 

for Melbourne. The more cynical of us might perhaps suggest that that is just a recognition of or a surrender to 

the current reality of mass fare evasion on city trams. Ticket inspectors would cease patrolling the CBD trams 

and move to other areas of the system. 

 

The changes, due to be implemented from 1 January 2015, would advantage those who arrive in the CBD by 

car or from the airport by Skybus who would then not require a Myki to get around the city. Likewise a Zone 2 

to city daily commuter would save up to $1,200 per year. The bottom line cost for the budget is expected to be 

$100 million. Melbourne's train, tram and bus operators, who together recorded 524 million trips last financial 

year, were not told of the pre-election pledge and began investigating how it will affect them after learning 

about it through the media. 

 

Initially the Opposition claimed that its plan to remove level crossings and build Melbourne Metro was more 

important and that the current system would fail to cope with increasing numbers of commuters. The Federal 

Government has already stated that it not would fund Melbourne Metro. Passenger Transport lobbyists were  

suspicious that the move would lead to higher Zone 1 fares, however this was denied by Transport Minister 

Terry Mulder who said that the current annual rise of 2.5% plus CPI would remain. However 24 hours later  the 

Opposition leader Daniel Andrews said that as the money for the proposal would be in the state budget, Labor 

would not scrap the plan if it won office. 
 

Mid April then saw a preliminary announcement by Premier Denis Napthine that a frequent electric rail link 

would be constructed to Melbourne airport using the Albion alignment. Further details were to be announced in 

the May budget. The status of Melbourne Metro was not made clear in this preliminary announcement. This 

was followed on 23 April by an announcement that construction of Southland station would commence in 2015 

but at a cost of $21m, which is $8m more than was estimated before the last election and will be a ñno frillsò 

version with no toilets, waiting room, lifts, bike cage or bus stops as per the original proposal. 

 

Public Transport and the East West Tunnel 

 

The other major issue for the State Election is expected to be the controversial East West Tunnel project to 

connect the Eastern and Tullamarine freeways with a second stage proposal connecting to the Westgate  

freeway. The State and Federal Governments support the proposal and currently propose that contracts will 

have been signed prior to the due date of the election. This has been slammed by the Opposition and Green 

based protest groups who want the election to be a referendum on the project. 

 

In early February 2014, as part of its strategy to further sell the East West tunnel project to the Victorian public, 

the State Government announced a package of related public transport initiatives. Dedicated bus lanes are  

proposed to be added to Hoddle Street and Victoria Parade within two years, while major upgrades to tram 

services along Lygon, Brunswick and Smith Streets in Carlton and Fitzroy would be completed by 2019. The 

Premier Dr Napthine said the Government would also consult with bicycle Victoria and Yarra Council on a 

new dedicated bicycle path which would run along Alexandra Parade and link with the local bicycle network, 

the Yarra Trail and Royal Park to the Moonee Ponds Creek.  

 

Transport Minister Terry Mulder said the package included a $47 million upgrade of the Doncaster Area Rapid 

Transit (DART) bus service. "We will upgrade DART with new bus lanes along Hoddle Street and upgraded 

bus stops, including a new free-flowing exit off the Eastern Freeway," he said. The DART bus route will also 

be changed slightly, turning left into Macarthur St then right into Albert St and onto Lonsdale St, thereby 

avoiding the horror intersection of Victoria Parade and Nicholson St. 
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TOP: WA Government 

Railways (L40) a  

Boltons bodied  

Leyland Lion coach 

which was new in 1965 

seen at Albany. 

 

CENTRE: MTT (433) 

a Boltons bodied  

Leyland Worldmaster, 

new in 1961. It was 

one of a batch of 171 

built by four Perth 

builders in the early 

1960s. 

 

BOTTOM: Former 

Swan Transit (254) a 

1978 Mercedes 0305 

with J.W. Boltons body 

is seen here in later 

life as a school bus at 

Narrogin..  

(All photos by Bruce 

Tilley) 
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Tram services running north/south across Alexandra Parade are set to be given $29 million improvements  

under the package. The Government estimates that East West Link is finished it will reduce the traffic on  

Alexandra Parade by 30 per cent which will make it possible to reset the traffic lights on Lygon St, Nicholson 

St, Brunswick St and Smith St giving more priority to trams. Tram priority lanes and superstops, similar to the 

works currently underway on Nicholson St, will also be installed, though the Government says there still be 

two car lanes on all the routes. The Government says the money for the project is coming from the $6 billion to 

$8 billion it estimates the East West Link will cost. 

 

On 9 March, The Age newspaper reported that consideration was being given to the introduction of up to 30 

cross regional high frequency bus routes, operating to Smart Bus like standards, throughout the metropolitan 

area. While the routes proposed were not detailed, it is understood that at least some of them (e.g Elwood to 

Latrobe University) have been proposed in previous studies.  

 

Pen Picture of a Rural Operator ï OôConnellôs of Omeo 

By Alan Ofak 

 

The Blue Duck Inn is situated at the junction of the Cobungra, Bundarra and Mitta Mitta Rivers-hence the areas 

name is Anglers Rest because of the trout fishing. The site was originally built in 1900 as a slab construction 

with local timber as a butcher's shop serving the gold miners at nearby Mount Wills. 

 

Billy O'Connell was a successful miner and bought the building in 1912 then obtained a liquor licence on the 

promise that the main road would pass his establishment. However this did not happen on the government 

survey of the day. He therefore nailed a panning dish to the front of the pub and wrote with irony -"Blue Duck". 

This was a mining term for a white elephant.' In the early 1920's he transported two houses through the bush 

from Omeo-room by room. One became the main building of the pub and the other became the residence. If 

you have been to the area you would realise this would have been a very difficult job to do as the area is very 

rugged and inhospitable in winter. With his wife, Lillian Billy had nine children and there are a large number of 

O'Connell descendants in the Omeo area. 

 

O' Connells sold the pub in 1946 and it passed through many hands until the liquor licence was relinquished in 

1967 with the gold running out in the area. The pub reopened in 1998 with cabins added out the side where a 

small school built by Billy O'Connell used to stand.  

 

The OôConnell family have operated buses since 1958 as D.M (Max) and D.J. (Dot) O'Connell. The business 

was managed by their son Rod from 1976 onwards. He later purchased the business and registered it as a com-

pany on 21/11/95. 

 

Three full time contracts are operated. 

(1) Omeo-Mount Hotham-Bright. 'Alps Link" is a route service which commenced as a trial service in 5/07 

until 30/5/08 operating a return trip each Monday and Friday. By 2010 it was thrice weekly. In summer it oper-

ates Monday/Wednesday/Friday and in winter it operates Wednesday/Friday/Sunday. Departure from Omeo is 

at 8.30am arriving in Bright at 10.45pm. The return leaves Bright at 1.20pm, arriving in Omeo at 3.20pm. A 

new 5 year contract for this service was issued from 1/7/13. 

(2) School bus contract from Omeo Primary School to Omeo Valley (Blue Duck Inn). This was the original 

contract purchased in 1958 and originally ran with a VW Kombi minibus. This connects to and from the two 

buses which run from Omeo to the district high school at Swifts Creek. 

(3) School bus contract from Swifts Creek to Omeo (including Omeo Primary School) then to Cobungra and 

Dinner Plain. This contract started in 1973 operating just to Cobungra and was extended to Dinner Plain by at 

least 2011.It would be the highest altitude school bus contract in Victoria. 

There is also an additional winter snow service from Dinner Plain to Geebung Polo Club and Cobungra. Trips 

depart Dinner Plain at 9.30am, 10.30am and 11.30am, returning from Geebung Polo Club at 2.30pm, 3.30pm 

and 4.30pm. 

 

The current fleet is 0062 AO BCI PK6930AT (LGG5SKCM27H002101 9/07) C43F-reg 1/10/07 on Swifts 

Creek-Dinner Plain; 0063 AO Nissan Civilian (100027 1/94) B19C,ex FEH 776; 0064 AO Mitsubishi Rosa 

(00490 6/04) C24C -reg 8/7/04 and allocated to Omeo-Omeo Valley; 0065 AO Toyota Hi Ace (401006787 
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8/01) B13C; 7140 AO Mitsubishi Rosa (00351 1/04) C24C-reg 16/7/09 ex Hinter Coast Transport Eumundi 

983 JMW and there is also a new but as yet unsighted full size BCI or Bonluck for the Omeo-Bright service.  

 

Some previously operated vehicles were KEN 950 Toyota Coaster (1973) B18V and KMS 243 Toyota Hi Ace 

(1971) B11C which comprised the fleet during the early 1970s. Subsequent buses which have come and gone 

are: IIR 054 Toyota Coaster (1/76) ex Dawson, Raywood, INU 853 Toyota Coaster (021395 8/76) B18C ex 

Kangaroo Flat Bus Lines, IXJ 244 Toyota Coaster (1977) B18C ex Kangaroo Flat Bus Lines, ARL 914 Toyota 

Landcruiser 10 seater, ASZ 666 Mazda Parkway (1980) B17C, NAV 741 Nissan Civilian (1992) B22C rereg 

0064 AO, CEX 805 Toyota, BGY 883 Hino AM100 (42256/ K17561) B27F, FWT 782 Toyota Coaster B19C 

& 0062 AO Isuzu LT1-11P/ Ansair (IS1788 7/88) B49F ex DMN 371 ï previous bus on the Swifts Creek run 

 

ADELAIDEôS NEW CITYFREE SERVICE 
 

The new free City Connector has been created by merging Adelaide Metroôs City Loop service with the Ade-

laide City Councilôs free city bus services and commenced on Monday 27 January 2014. Route 98 (98A anti-

clockwise and 98C clockwise) link the City and North Adelaide every 30 minutes seven days a week including 

Public Holidays. Route 99 (99A anti-clockwise and 99C clockwise) link the main City destinations every 30 

minutes on weekdays. Together routes 98 and 99 provide a 15 minutes service in both directions through the 

City along Grote Street, Morphett Street, Whitmore Square, Sturt Street, Halifax Street, Hutt Street, East  

Terrace and North Terrace.  

 

The new City Connector bus service uses modern low floor Adelaide Metro buses. The bus fleet will comprise 

of the Tindo electric bus, two Hybrid Diesel-Electric buses and four diesel buses that are the latest in design 

and meet the current strict noise and emissions standards. All buses are low floor, wheelchair accessible, air-

conditioned and be able to accommodate at least 30 seated passengers.  

 

Customers of the new service are able to tell exactly when the next bus will arrive by accessing real-time  

arrival information on the Adelaide Metro website using a tablet, laptop or smart phone. Real-time passenger 

information will be available on the Adelaide Metro website and the Adelaide Metro Mobile website. Bus 

stops have been progressively upgraded to accommodate Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) requirements 

and the larger buses.  

 

On weekdays, the City Connector provides a 15-minute frequency through the city and a 30 minute frequency 

to North Adelaide. At the weekend, only the 30-minute service operates, linking the city and North Adelaide. 

The services are also more frequent and run for longer each day, from early in the morning until 7.15pm daily, 

with additional services operating on Friday evenings until 9.15pm. 

 

AUSTRALIAN DESIGN RULES AND AXLE WEIGHT REVIEWS 
 

Buses in Australia have, for many years, been required to meet a set of Australian Design Rules (ADRs) which 

include setting height and weight limits and rollover strengths. ADRs are developed and administered by the 

Commonwealth Department of Infrastructure and Regional Development, which has announced a significant 

review of ADRs. Of the 62 ADRs in existence, 20 apply specifically to buses and seven of these are part of the 

review which is aimed at accounting for technical advancements in Europe and to further harmonise Australian 

rules with European Union requirements. The specific ADRs to be reviewed over the next 18 months are those 

covering lighting and locations, braking systems, trailer brake systems for coaches pulling trailers of over 4.5 

tonnes, Specific Purpose Vehicle Requirements, Requirements for Omnibuses designed for hire and reward and 

Standards for rollover strength and occupant protection in buses. 

 

In another review the National Transport Commission has called for input to a discussion paper on increasing 

mass limits for two axle buses and coaches, following the change in the last 18 months by Victoria and New 

South Wales to increase the maximum allowance from 16 tonnes to 18 tonnes. 

 

ERRATUM 

Ian Cooper has written to point out an error in the caption to a photo on page 45 of the last ABP 29.5. ACTION 

BUS 302 is an IRISBUS Agoraline not a Eurorider. 

http://m.adelaidemetro.com.au/
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A selection of the vehicles 

operated over the years by 

OôConnellôs of Omeo. 

 

TOP: Operating in an  

alpine area does of course 

mean snow at times. BGY 

883 Hino AC140 does its 

snow bunny impersonation  

At the Dinner Plain resort. 

(Hayden Ramsdale) 

 

CENTRE: INU 853 was an 

ex Kangaroo Flat Bus 

Lines 1976 Toyota Coaster 

seen passing your editorôs 

first car on his first visit to 

Omeo in 1981.  

 

BOTTOM: The school run 

into Swifts Creek  school 

was, until 2007, performed 

by 0062 AC a 1988 Isuzu 

LT1-11P/ Ansair seen in 

this 2001 photo. (Both  

photos Geoff Foster)  
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NATIONAL NEWS ROUNDUP ï VICTORIA 
 

January changes update  
In addition to the list of timetable changes in regional Victoria on January 28 & 29 in the past issue, additional 

evening services were added to La Trobe Valleyôs inter-town service between Moe, Morwell & Traralgon 

(Route 1) including 19:30 ex Traralgon weeknights, 20:07 & 21:07 ex Moe Fridays, 20:00 & 21:00 ex  

Traralgon Fridays, 18:30 ex Traralgon Saturdays & 18:37 ex Moe Saturdays. The Horsham ï Mildura service 

now operates from Horsham on Monday, Wednesday and Friday and Mildura Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 

improving access to the Ouyen V/line coach. New online timetables have also appeared for Christians' services 

in the provincial city of Bendigo but there donôt appear to be any changes of note. Revised versions of the new 

timetables introduced as part of the changes to the Warrnambool network on 28 January have also appeared 

since the first editions were made available online in early December. Selected peak services were ultimately 

cancelled, leaving gaps of up to 90 minutes on some town routes, presumably as a result of the separate school 

network being maintained. Off-peak inbound services on Route 6 have also been moved 30 mins to eliminate 

excessive layover at Merrivale.  

 

Gisbus  

Gisborne residents have expressed their anger to local media with the changes made to the Gisbus service in 

January. The successful demand response service, previously operated by three buses, was downgraded to a 

fixed bus between the station and town centre (Route 473) and a second bus continuing to operate across a 

demand responsive zone through the rest of town (Route 474), although with a reduced span. The pick-ups no 

longer incorporate Jacksons Creek, connections with trains have been disrupted with buses no longer waiting 

for excessively late trains, some fixed stops have been placed in dangerous locations and the fixed route has 

made the service less accessible for mobility impaired passengers. It is also understood that although fixed 

stops were added to the demand responsive zone, passengers must still book to be collected at these points, 

unlike the TeleBus model operated in Melbourneôs outer east where buses will pass fixed stops every trip, 

making them largely redundant.   

 

In response to the complaints, the third bus was reinstated on 10 February, with two buses providing home pick

-ups, operating as Route 474 & 474a. The Gisbus website also states the demand responsive bus now starts at 

05:30, meeting the 06:06 train to Melbourne ï at the time of writing the PTV website was still showing the first 

474 arrival into Gisborne Station as being 07:02. It is not known if any of the early afternoon peak trips  

between 14:30 & 16:00 have been reinstated.  

 

Printed timetables endangered? 
As a cost-saving measure, Public Transport Victoria has recently ceased reprinting timetables for routes where 

few passengers are requesting printed copies. Instead, a simple A3 timetable is now produced as required,  

producing a more basic format with timetable panels matching the online PDF format. Timetables for Routes 

623 (St Kilda ï Glen Waverley) & 735 (Box Hill ï Nunawading) are among the first to be issued in this new 

format. Both routes carry moderate patronage and run 7 days a week, in comparison to others routes with  

limited peak or shopper services, so it would appear partly a case of drivers not freely handing out timetables 

on board, hence stock is not exhausted as quickly as for other routes and operators.  

 

The usual timetable booklets have been sighted for services that had a timetable change in January, although 

new timetables for Craigieburn Routes 529, 533 & 537 were also issued in this format due to a production 

delay for the standard booklet. However, one questions how long it will be until all bus timetables across  

Victoria are placed in this new óon demandô format, with passengers further encouraged online or to 

smartphone apps. Staff training regarding the new timetable format appears limited. A visit to the PTV Hub at 

Southern Cross in early February failed to obtain a timetable for 533 or 623, with the staff member simply 

advising timetables for these routes are now only available online, and not offering to print one off.  

 

Printed timetable booklets for tram services were discontinued about 5 years ago, the only printed information 

available on the system being fold out leaflets showing a stick-line route map (including peak journey times), 

average frequencies and times of the first and last tram each day. This may work for high frequency services 

but a timetable is still important at night and on Sunday mornings when reduced services operate only every 20 

to 30 mins. 
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Mornington Peninsula Shire buses 
Commencing 24 February an updated timetable was introduced for the PenBus service, operated by Ventura as 

part of a partnership between the Federal Government and Mornington Peninsula Shire. The service, available 

free to students, apprentices and jobseekers on application, links Rosebud with Monash University Clayton 

with stops at Chisholm TAFE in Frankston & Monash Universityôs Peninsula Campus. Students living in  

adjacent municipalities including Frankston, Kingston and Monash may also use the service, including for 

return travel to education and jobs on the peninsula. Six daily return trips are now provided between Rosebud 

& Frankston, 4 continuing onto Monash University Clayton directly, with the other two providing connections 

with the universityôs private inter-campus shuttle. The original timetable introduced in May 2013 was limited to 

three return services. An article in the 19/2/14 edition of Chelsea Mordialloc Mentone News stated that 118 

students had currently applied to use the service, 50 since the New Year. Regular PenBus users can save over 

an hour using the direct service to reach Monash University Clayton, compared to slower public transport  

options which take over 2 hours each way,  The Mornington Peninsula website no longer advises of the  

separate cross-peninsula link that had connected Hastings with Chisholm TAFEôs Rosebud campus which had 

provided a return service.  

 

Meanwhile, McCrae Bus Lines are currently operating a trial Night Owl bus along Point Nepean Rd between 

Rye  & Dromana between 23:00 and 02:00 Friday and Saturday evenings. The trial, which began on 1 March 

will continue until 26 April and is an initiative of Mornington Peninsula Shire, supported by Southern  

Peninsula Liquor Accord and Rosebud Police. One-way fares cost $6. A ótimetableô on the shireôs website only 

lists the operating span and 13 pick up stops. A single bus would likely take an hour to do a return trip, making 

a published timetable vital to ensure the service is a success. The council website also advises that PTV has 

extended the ñConti busò which runs a loop between Portsea and Sorrento, serving Continental Hotel in  

Sorrento has been extended to Rye, although no timetable or route information is provided. McCrae Bus Lines 

run this service using an ex Metro Tasmania MAN/ Ansair midibus..  

 

As result of the late night bus trials, it is now possible to make an overnight trip on the southern peninsula into 

Melbourne via public transport ï Conti Bus to Rye, Night Owl Bus to Rosebud, 788 NightRider shuttle to 

Mornington and 970 NightRider into Melbourne.  

 

Westrans slowdown 
Advice on the CDC Victoria website stated that Westrans Werribee services may experience delays from  

January as result of changes to a number of arterial road speed limits across Wyndham from 70km/h to 60km/h. 

This is part of gradual statewide review by Vicroads to eliminate 70km/h limits. Readers may recall operators 

faced similar issues after residential street speed limits across Victoria were changed from 60km/h to 50km/h in 

January 2001.  Meanwhile, the new Route 410 timetable introduced by Westrans Sunshine in late January has 

reportedly seen buses regularly arriving Sunshine from Footscray between 5 and 15 minutes early after after-

noon peak trips were lengthened by up to 14 minutes. Some trips timetabled at just 13km/h.  

 

Network maps added online 
PTV has recently added diagrammatic network maps for outer suburban bus networks in Berwick, Craigieburn, 

Pakenham, Point Cook, Sunbury & Werribee to their website, which were previously only included in printed 

timetable booklets.  The Berwick network map only covers routes in the Berwick timetable booklet with Routes 

828, 895 & 926 omitted along with limited shopper Routes 695F, 697, 838 & 842. A SmartBus network map 

has also added online, which previously was only used in a Seniors Travel Guide produced in 2010. The map 

contains errors however, with the train network overlaid on the map at the wrong scale and the transposal of 

Victoria Park & Collingwood Stations. As at the time of writing, PTV had yet to update the online versions of 

their metropolitan municipal local area maps (produced by Melway) to reflect changes in January, although 

new versions have been sighted at some bus stops.  

 

Rail replacement Bus Contracts. 

As a result of contract changes from March 2014, planned and unplanned bus replacements on the Craigieburn 

Line are now provided by Kastoria Bus Lines. Dysons have retained the South Morang and Hurstbridge lines 

and Sita the western suburbs lines. Response times have been tightened in the new contracts to encourage the 

contracted operators to also engage other nearby operators with spare capacity. Metro also now have the option 

to call in Standby Buses in the event of an emergency where normal train operations are threatened.  
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Around the States: 

 

TOP: Darwin Bus 

Service (120) 8.120 

a 2004 Volvo 

B12BLE/ Volgren 

is seen at the 

Palmerston  

interchange 

working route 72 to 

Bakewell. 

(Alan Jones) 

 

 

CENTRE: BUS 342 

is one of the latest 

batch of buses for 

Metro, Hobart  

being a 2014  

Customs CB80 

bodied Scania 

K280UB. 

(Bruce Tilley) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOTTOM: City 

Sightseeing have 

transferred two of 

their Anhui Ankai 

open top deckers to 

Cairns for their 

operation in that 

city. 430 and 431 

are seen at the 

Cairns depot on 

28/3/14. 

(Scott Mitchell) 


