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A CENTENARY OF BOLTONS COACH AND

FROM 1888 TO 1989

by Evan Thomas

|l saac and | sabella Bolton and their eight childre
after his arrival, |l saac founded a coach building
wheel wright in Hollingbourne, Kent Engl and Their
empl oyed most of his sons.

I'n 1902 Boltonbs engaged an architect Ol dhamés to
Henry St and Marine Terrace) with 40 x 40 ft show
circa 1909 Bolton & Sons boasted the best wor kmen
Buggi es Wagons etc and evelrayndk.i nTdh eoyf weerhd cdles m edwm

retired in 1912 and the business was carried on b
|l saac died in 1912 and it is of interest that one
|l ater started his own bus building business as Ho
As Boltond6s used Tuart for the most of their timb
purchased a timber mil]|l (Baileyds) in Mandurah wh
the war and operated the mill for their own use u
coach builders at that time as they had access to
In 1926 Leonard Bolton purchased the business of

Boltonds Ltd. Daniel White and Co was a company

in 1869 and opened in Perth in 1897. They started
and American Bol29novesachedok@0, 0001828 they had

In 1935 Boltonés Ltd purchased, for about A5,000,
car manufacturer) at the corner of Sutherland and
to build a new factory consisting of approxi matel
was opened in June 1936 by the then Minister for

function attended by over 200 prominent business

I'n his speech Minister Hawke mentioned that the f
the air clean and fresh for the workers. Also tha
of monotony in their employeeds work. Also during
from abroad amounted to A10,000 and from the eas
by well know Perth builder Doust

Before moving to West Perth, Boltons had built ma
Al pine Cobs Reo parlor cars in 1936. The Al pine Co
Poynt on, Lord Mayor of Perth and G. Nanki vell who
building industry.

I'n 1939 Mr L Bolton submidett&erabtuseederf otro Mel iblod r 4
War Ti me Wor k

After being successful in a tender to manufacture
Defence Department in 1938 Boltonds war time work
compl etion of 550,000 smoke bombs worth around A
containers for the bombs .woDwerni nwgo rtkheer swadr0 9B ool ft ot nhdes
when the union recommended about 80 %.
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A gas producerREAIDY enda st hae soVERade by the company t
military ambul ances. At the time of closure of th
wor kers who were working up to 3 shifts a day.

In 1948 Mr Leonard Bolton MLC died and two of his
Keith Bolton became the Managing Director and ret
| mmedi awaer ppoushtl i ¢ transport body buil diipn@nwo Blod t o
first |l arge body building order was for 40 bodies
The Government Tramways had ordered 50 Sunbeams a
NSW. The first 26 chassis arrived in Fremantle in
in to the WAGT in July 1950, (WAG 55)t.eellt bmuass botdy
however Boltonb6s adtswelbubddi ésn dm4Baitmloeral CVD66s
some AEC Regal Mk 1116s for the WAGR i mmedi ate po
Regal fleet in the East Perth Ter minal

There was coperderahl between Boltonds and Commonw
NSW in the early post World War 11 period and bey
Bol tons with jigs or patterns for the framing for
moul ds very similar to Comeng bodies of the same
Bol tondés plant and machinery was more up the date
would assume be the preferred choice for a | ocal
Until their closure in 1972, Boltonbds Pty Ltd reg
indicated in the |list below

Sunbeam TrH0 | eybusDai milelr Leylandlli on

AEC Regal -58B1, 1V, VOoai mler Rbadlihewyl and8Tiger

Al bi on -Y0king Guy AN&WD Leyl and Woir24d mast
Leyland Téd@6er Cub Leyl and -5&@opardeyl and iR®&nt her

A number of these contracts ran in parallel with
Freighter WA. Boltons | ast bus delivered to the t
A number of buses were also built for private ope
|l saac Bolton and his sons were quite involved in
Bol ton was elected to the first Municipal Council
Mayor for three terms. A second son, Harry, was t
and, when this seat was abolished in 1911, he rep
active service is World War |, he became State pr
Mr Leonard Bolton was for six years a member of
for five years. In 1930 he was elected to the Leg
He al so was on the executive of the Royal Agricul
In sport the family also had a distinguished reco
narrowly beaten by an Italian champi on, M. Port a,
represented WA in a Dunlop 100 miles relay race,
for the State | acrosse team for the first interst
cricket i n WA. Bowls has al ways been a popul ar sp
brothers, playing as a team.

After Boltonédés Pty Ltd closed Keith Boltonds only
from Boltonds started a new company based in Belm
Fire Tenders and then bus bodies, mainly for the
PR100 and PR180 chassi s.



A batch of Mercedes 0303 coaches for Westrail in
J. W.Bolton. The | ast buses pr-di@)eal wedel IMITdr Ke nia
John was not an apprentice at Boltonés Pty Ltd, h
that his great grandfather | saac Bolton commenced
1989 His contribution to the Bolton's Body Bui
for just over a century of coach building for Wes
Two early Bolton (Commonweal th Engineering style)
condition These are Metro Omni buses 81, a Leyl an
subsequently had other buses bodi-éeybgpnGoOPm&Sdweaald
half cabs and more AEC Regal I'l'l's. One of the Ley
body to the extent there is very Ilittle of the or
About The Author

I am the great grandson of | saac and | sabella Bol
who was the authorodés grandfather. Keith Boltonds
connection to buses, trams and trolleys comes abo
Government Tramways and | ater became chairman of
when | was 10 yo I drove it at about 2 pm one n
|l ot of time as a youngster at the car barn during
I served an apprenticeship as a fitter and then
worked for AEC and Leyland Motors as a service en
Adel ai de -wfharl ea tshtemr tf or Frei ghters I ndustries as t
Freighters had just taken over Martin Nixon in Os
At Freighters WA | was in charge of the bus body
RC100P's for the WAGR inl967 the first Hino's 't
engineer. During the years | was there | spent mo
VI CTORI AN STATE ELECTI ON 2014

With a State election due in November 2014 many p
issue for voters, along with the continuing contr
prediction has started to play out in a big way.
pledge of a $50 million one year trial of trains,
Saturday nights under the banner of Homesafe
Under the proposal, trains would run through the
would run to several destinations including St Ki
and Ver mont South The current NightRider buses w
rail . Buses to Geel ong, Ball arat, Bendigo and Tr a
and Saturday nights PSOs would continue to staff
mobil e app developed to tell people when the next

Mr Andrews said it was time that Melbourne cau
Chicago whichhaurepdlpl haveradsport services. L
sai d that fnedntohwitnrgi alh,e i1t2 woul d revi ew demand an
Government responded by claiming the true cost wo
require a 22% fare increase to cover costs.

I'n November 2013, Mr Andrews pledged to sell the
Mel bourne's worst | evel crossings and is running
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Tram services running north/south across Alexandr
under the package. The Government estimates that
Al exandra Parade by 30 per cent which will make i
St, Brunswick St and Smith St giving more priorit
wor ks currently underway on Nicholson St, will al
two car | anes on all the routes. The Government s
$8 billion it estimates the East West Link will ¢
On 9 March, The Age newspaper reported that consi
cross regional high frequency bus routes, operati
area. While the routes proposed were not detail ed
Latrobe University) have been proposed in previou
Pen Picture of T Qo Rammeél IOper aft o®me
By Al an Of ak

The Blue Duck I nn i situated at the | umendent lod
name is Anglers Rest because of the trout fishing
with |l ocal timber as a butcher's shop serving the
Billy O"'"Connell was a successful miner and bought
promi se that the main road would pass his establi
survey of the day. He therefore nail ed a' Bpaunen ibDugc |
This was a mining term for a white elephant.’' I'n
from Omem by room. One became the main building o
you have been to the area you would realise this
rugged and inhospitable in winter With his wife,
O' Connell descendants in the Omeo area

O' Connells sold the pub in 1946 and it passed th
1967 with the gold running out in the area. The p
small school built by Billy O'" Connell wused to sta
The O6Connell family have operated buses since 19
was managed by their son Rod om 1976 onwards H
pany on 21/ 11/ 95.

Three full time contracts are operated.

(1) ®Muoewnt Hortihgaghmt . ' Al ps Link" is a route service
unt il 30/ 5/ 08 operating a return trip each Monday
ates Monday/ Wednesday/ Friday and in winter it ope
at 8.30am arriving in Bright at 10.45pm. The retu
new 5 year contract for this service was issued f
(2) School bus contract from Omeo Primary School
contract purchased in 1958 and originally ran wit
buses which run from Omeo to the district high sc
(3) School bus contract from Swifts Creek to Omeo
Dinner Plain. This contract started in 1973 opera
|l east 2011.1t would be the highest altitude schoo
There is also an additional winter snow service f
depart Dinner Plain at 9.30am, 10.30am and 11.30a
and 4.30pm

The current fleet is 0062 AO BCI PKe93AATO(IOGGCDBK
Cr eiknner Pl ai n; 0063 AO Nissan Civilian (100027
(00490 6HMHE4Lg) 8CZ4M4 andOmdd odaltleay ;t 00 @M6NE 0AO Toyot a
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8/ 01) B13C; 7140 AO Mitswunbkpgpshib/ R698 €QO0BEDtEf0OLC)
983 JMW and there is also a new but asBryiegh tunsse rgu
Some previously operated vehicles were KEN 950 T«
(1971) B11C which comprised the fleet during the
ar e: Il R 054 Toyota Coaster (1/76) ex Dawson, Ra:
Kangaroo Flat Bus Lines, I XJ 244 Toyota Coaster |
Landcruiser 10 seater, ASZ 666 Mazda Parkway (19
0064 AO, CEX 805 Toyota, BGY 883 Hino AM100 (422
& 0062 AO-llsPWz uAnLsTali r (| S17 887 p/r/ eBV3i) 0 uBs4 9bFu se xo nD MNh e3

ADELAI DEGS NEW CITYFREE SERVI CE

The new free City Connector has been created by I
|l aide City Councildéds free city bus services -and
clockwise and 98C clockwise) link the City and N
Public Holidaysc|l RokwesB89an8989@ntiockwise) |ink
mi nutes on weekdays Together routes 98 and 99 p
City along Grote Street, Morphett Street, Whitmol
Terrace and North Terrace

The new City Connector bus service uses modern |
of the Tindo elect-Elecbus¢c bweesybniddfDbDuesdi esel
and meet the current strict noise and emissions
conditioned and be able to accommodate at | east

Customers of the new service are abl e t o-tti enlel e X
arrival information on the, Adezptaop eoMelt mme weptse d
information will be avail ablAedeolnaitdcee Melterl caiNBaebsiMed
stops have been progressively upgraded to accommi
and the |l arger buses.

On weekdays, the Ci tnyi nQuotnen efcrteogru epnrcoyv itdherso uag hl 5t h e
to North Adel aide. Ati ntuhte weeakdrrcd, oprelryatterse 30 nk
The services are also more frequent and run for |
with additional services operating on Friday evel

AUSTRALI AN DESI GN RULES AND AXLE

Buses in Australia have, for many years, been re
include setting height and weight | imits and roll
Commonweal th Department of Infrastructure and Re:
review of ADRs. Of the 62 ADRs in existence, 20
review which is aimed at accounting for technical
rules with European Union requirements. The speci
covering lighting and | ocations, braking systems
tonnes, Specific Purpose Vehicle Requirements, R
Standards for rollover strength and occupant pr ol
I'n another review the National Transport Commi ss|
mass | imits for two axle buses and coaches, foll
South Wales to increase the maxi mum all owance fr
ERRATUM

Il an Cooper phoasntwroiuttt eemn teor or in the caption to a
BUS 302 is an | RI SBUS Agoraline not a Eurorider.


http://m.adelaidemetro.com.au/
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NATI ONAL NEWS ROUGDORI A

January changes update

I'n addition to the Iist of timetable changes in r
evening services wer e atdodwend steor vliac eT rboebtew eVeanl | Moyed,s |
(Route 1) including 19:30 ex Traralgon weeknights
Traralgon Fridays, 18:30 ex Traral goniMialtduurdaa ysse r&
now operates from Horsha on Monday, Wednesday an
i mproving access to the Ouyen V/1ine coach. New o
in the provincial city of Bendigo but there donot
ti metables introduced as part of the changes to t
since the first editions were made available onli
cancell ed, | eaving gaps of up to 90 minutes on so
net wor k bei ngpemmk nitrab mmwerdd Odrfvi ces on Route 6 hav
excessive |l ayover at Merrival e.

Gi sbus

Gi sborne residents have expressed their anger to
January. The successful demand response service,
fixed bus between the station and town centre (RO
demand responsive zone through the rest ofuptsowmno (
|l onger incorporate Jacksons Creek, connections wi
for excessively late trains, some fixed stops hav
made the service | ess accessible for mobility imp
stops were added to the demand responsive zone, p
unli ke the Tel eBus model operated in Melbourneods
making them | argely redundant.

In response to the complaints, the third bus was
-ups, operating as Route 474 & 474a. The Gisbus we
05: 30, meeting thei®t:t0Ke ttriamen @& fo Wreil tbiomg ntehe PTV
474 arrival into Gisborne Station as being 07:02.
between 14:30 & 16:00 have been reinstated.
Printed timetables endangered?

As asawvshg measur e, Public Transport Victoria has
few passengers are requesting printed copies. I ns
producing a more basic format with ti metable pane
623 (SitGlkinl Waverl ey)iNuna3wvadi BgX Hirlel among the fi|
format. Both routes carry moderate patronage and
Il imited peak or shopper services, so it would app
on board, hence stock is not exhausted as quickly
The usual timetable booklets have been sighted fo
new timetables for Craigieburn Routes 529, 533 &
delay for the standard bookl et. However, one ques
Victoria are placed in this new 6on demand6 f or ma
smartphone apps. Staff training regarding the new
Southern Cross in early February failed to obtain
advising timetables for these routes are now only
Printed timetable booklets for tram services were
available on the system bt¢img frolud eomapl damnlcetudi o
average frequencies and times of the first and | a
but a timetable is stildl i mportant at night and o
to 30 mins
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Mor ni ngton Peninsula Shire buses

Commencing 24 February an updated timetable was
part of a partnership between the Federal Governm
free to students, apprentices and jobseekers on a
with stops at Chisholm TAFE in Frankston & Monash
adjacent municipalities including Frankston, King
return travel to education and jobs on the penins
& Frankston, 4 continuing onto Monash University
with the univeocasmpgwdsstputitvlag.e Thd eari ginal timeta
three return services. @melagse¢a cMer dina ltsihact kideé 12 thcart e
students had currently applied to use the service
an hour wusing the direct service to reach Monash
options which take over 2 hours each way, The Mo
separapencnseeba | ink that had connected Hastings
provided a return service.

Meanwhi | e, McCrae Bus Lines are currently operati
Rye & Dromana between 23:00 and 02: 00 Friday and
wi || continue until 26 April and is an initiative
Peninsula Liquor Accoway afmar Rosebdsutd &I i Aedt iOmet a
|l'ists the operating span and 13 pick up stops. A
a published timetable vital to ensure the service
extended the fiConti buso which runs a | oop betwee
Sorrento has been extended to Rye, although no t
run this service using an ex Metro Tasmania MAN/
As result of the | ate night bus trials, it is now

|
Mel bour ne vi ai Cpownbtlii cButsr a nos pRoyret, Ni ght Owl Bus to
i ton and 970 NightRider into Melbourne

<
o
=
35
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Westrans sl owdown

Advice on the CDC Victoria website stated that We
January as result of changes to a number of arter
This is part of gradual statewide review by Vicro
faced similar issues after residential street spe
January 2001. Meanwhil e, the new Route 410 ti met
reportedly seen buses regularly arriving Sunshine
noon peak trips were |l engthened by up 0 14 minut
Net wor k maps added online

PTV has recently added diagrammatic network maps
Pakenham, Point Cook, Sunbury & Werribee to their
ti metable bookl ets. The Berwick network map only
828, 895 & 926 omitted along with | imited shopper
has also added online, which previously was only
contains errors however, with the train network o
Victoria Park & Collingwood Stations. As at the t
their metropolitan municipal l ocal area maps (pro
new versions have been sighted at some bus stops
Rail replacement Bus Contracts.

As a result of contract changes from March 2014,
Line are now provided by Kastoria Bus Lines. Dyso
and Sita the western suburbs I|ines. Response ti me
contracted operators to also engage other nearby
to call in Standby Buses in the event of an emerg
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