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ABOVE: A lucky find to score this pre delivery shot of Ventura Rosebudôs new (1271) a 
Volvo B8RLEA/ Volgren Optimus articulated bus which will be used on the Portsea to 
Frankston run. (Bradley Matthews). BELOW: Everything old is new again. It was a big 
weekend for David Rae with his former  Ventura Leyland Tiger/ PMC appearing at the 
HCVC show at Healesville and then his ex Davis Ballarat Volvo B10M/ Volgren  
winning best commercial vehicle award at the Wangaratta show. (Hayden Ramsdale) 
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LEFT: Another 
old is new again 
vehicle present at 
the Yarra Glen 
HCVC rally was 
former Green 
Coach Lines, 
Tasmania (53) 
Ansair Flxible 
Clipper which 
has been restored 
by the Shadbolt 
family. 
(Hayden  
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CRANBOURNE/ CASEY BUS NETWORK OVERHAUL 
By Craig Halsall 
 
A major revision to Cranbourneôs bus network was implemented on Sunday 13 November, with four additional 
routes, changes to a further 13 plus the removal of two confusing circular routes. Associated changes also  
improved routes in the adjoining suburbs of Dandenong South, Endeavour Hills, Langwarrin and Hampton 
Park.  Benefits include new routes into previously unserved areas, more frequent services, introduction of  
Sunday and early evening services on four existing routes (789, 790, 796 & 799); more direct routes; removal 
of several confusing operating patterns and route duplication; improved train and revised runtimes improving 
reliability and connectivity to and from trains.  
 
Areas receiving additional bus coverage include: Botanic Ridge, Cranbourne South and Cranbourne West 
(792); Clyde (897); Clyde North (798);Cranbourne North (799, 847 & 899); (792); Dandenong South (890) and 
Lyndhurst (897). Also Endeavour Hills gains a new connection to Hallam Station & Hampton Park Shopping 
Centre (863) while Pearcedale residents enjoy a reinstatement of a direct Cranbourne connection (792).  
 
The four new routes in the network are: 
792 Cranbourne Station ï Botanic Ridge ï Pearcedale (Cranbourne Transit) 
863 Endeavour Hills ï Hampton Park (Ventura Dandenong) 
890 Dandenong ï Lynbrook via Dandenong South (Cranbourne Transit) 
899 Berwick ï The Avenue Village Shopping Centre (Ventura Pakenham) 
The new network discontinues the inter peak 797 Cranbourne Town Service along with the convoluted 896 
Trainlink service to Cranbourne East, both Cranbourne Transit services.  
 
A highlight of the new network is upgrading three connector routes to operate at 20 min daytime headways 7 
days a week. These are 798 between Cranbourne and Clyde North, 893 between Dandenong, Hampton Park, 
Lynbrook & Cranbourne and 897 between Lynbrook, Cranbourne & Clyde. 
 
Frankston, Karingal & Langwarrin 
The Cranbourne-Frankston Road/ Sladen Street corridor, linking Frankston, Karingal Hub Shopping Centre, 
Langwarrin and Cranbourne, is being streamlined with more direct services, higher frequencies and consistent 
operating patterns 7 days a week. There were previously three different service models operating along  
Cranbourne-Frankston Road depending on the day of the week.  
 
Under the old arrangement, weekday 789 trips ran between Frankston and Langwarrin North (travelling as a 
loop through Woodlands estate) with 790 travelling the full corridor between Frankston, Langwarrin South 
(Southgateway) and Cranbourne before effectively doubling-back to Cranbourne West. 791 provided one direct 
morning peak trip each way along with evening trips between 2000 & 2200. The last 789 ex Frankston  
continued to Cranbourne, running the opposite direction through Woodlands Park to all other weekday trips.  
 
Langwarrin North (Woodlands) residents could not easily interchange from 789 to 790 for travel to  
Cranbourne, as by the time the bus completed the loop, the 790 20 minutes later was already travelling down 
Southgateway, so the connection would be almost 40 mins, with similar issues in the opposite direction.  
Instead, they would have been wiser to walk as far as 1.5km to their nearest 790 stop. 
 
On Saturdays however 789 operated through to Cranbourne West (operating bi-directionally through  
Langwarrin North/Woodlands) along with 790 via Southgateway with each route running an 80 min path 
through Langwarrin combining to a 40 min headway along the rest of the corridor. Then on Sundays, 791 was 
the only route of the trio operating, running direct along Frankston-Cranbourne Rd through Langwarrin hourly.  
The new timetable sees 791 become a fulltime direct service between Frankston and Cranbourne Station,  
running at 20 min intervals on weekdays right up to 9pm (doubling of the previous 790 every 40 mins) and 40 
mins on weekends (a 33% increase on Sundays).  
 
The 789 and 790 now solely act as feeder routes to/from Frankston, branching off to serve either Langwarrin 
North or Langwarrin South before reaching a common terminus on Centre Rd south of Frankston-Cranbourne 
Road, where passengers can interchange to 791 to travel onto Cranbourne. Buses return to Frankston via the 
sister route. The 40 mins weekdays and 80 mins Saturday headways have been maintained, but new Sunday 
services have been added, also at 80 min intervals. 789 has been streamlined in Langwarrin North, no longer 
operating up Stevens Rd.  A more frequent combined corridor now operates between Frankston, Karingal Hub 
and Gateway Plaza in Langwarrin, with services every 10 mins all day on weekdays. Weekend departures ex 
Frankston are every 20 mins but services into Frankston operate a lumpier 10-30-10-30 min headway (still 
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meeting the 10 min trains at Frankston), This is a significant boost on the previous 20 min weekday, 40 min 
Saturday & hourly Sunday service levels.  The Frankston terminus for these routes has been relocated to Fletch-
er Road, which appears connected to interchange upgrade works (see news section). As it is, a majority of 
arriving passengers into Frankston alight the bus here anyway.  
 
Further to the frequency improvements, services should become more reliable ï for several years the 
789/790/791 timetable has suffered late running due to unrealistic travel times, which failed to reflect the 
downgrade of the 100km/h speed limits on Cranbourne-Frankston Road to 80km/h ten years ago. 
 
Cranbourne West, Botanic Ridge, Pearcedale & Devon Meadows 
The former Cranbourne Station ï Cranbourne West section of the 789/790/791 now forms part of the new 792 
service. The former arrangement dates back to March 2003 when trips were through-routed with the then 798 
feeder route, bringing the Frankston routes to Cranbourne Station (buses had continued to terminate 1km away 
at Cranbourne Park Shopping Centre after the electrification was completed in 1995).  
 
Route 792 follows a more direct route path in Cranbourne West than the former 789/790/791 but continues to 
pass the Sandhurst Shopping Centre. The eastern end of Duff St now receives a much more regular service than 
the old 797 town service. Passengers along Camms Rd can catch the enhanced 897 service. The existing 40 min 
Monday to Saturday headway is retained, with Sunday services boosted to every 40 mins. From Evans Rd 792 
continues via Hall Rd, Atlas Dr and Everlasting Bvd incorporating newer parts of Cranbourne West before 
continuing onto the Settlers Run estate in Botanic Ridge, an area overdue for a bus service for more than 5 
years. Following community requests, selected trips (generally every 2 hours) continue a further 6km through 
Cranbourne South to the Pearcedale Township, providing residents with an alternative option to the 776 to 
Frankston. Either option takes roughly 90 mins to reach Melbourne. Casey Council had previously funded a 
trial of a shopper 794 service between Cranbourne & Pearcedale during 2005-6.  
 
Early residents moving into the Summerhill and Acacia Estates off Craig Road benefit from a basic upgrade to 
the 796 timetable, buses on the loop via Botanic Ridge, Devon Meadows, Five Ways and Clyde now run every 
90 mins during peak times and 2 hourly inter peak as well as weekends for the first time. Devon Meadows 
briefly enjoyed a trial of limited weekend 795 services in 2005 and early 2006 funded by Casey Council.  
 
All 796 trips now travel via Clyde village, there are no trips returning to Cranbourne direct along the South  
Gippsland Hwy from Five Ways. It is unknown if school buses are being added to serve Clyde village, as the 
new timetable no longer appears to cater for school students attending school locally in Cranbourne. One  
criticism is the weekend 796 timetable has been designed too closely around train connections, resulting in trips 
dwelling at the older Clyde village for 15 minutes meaning the route fails to operate as a true circular route. 
Preference could have been made to meet trains in the main direction depending on the time day, at the expense 
of a clock face timetable.  
 
The timetable for the complex 795 to the coastal villages of Warneet, Tooradin, Blind Bight and Cannons 
Creek is unchanged but it is unclear if school day only restrictions have been removed from the 0710 & 1620 
trips (there may be an error on the PTV website).  
 
Cranbourne East, Clyde & Clyde North 
The booming suburbs of Cranbourne East, Clyde and Clyde North continue to be a focus of service upgrades in 
light of the lack of any proposal to extend the Cranbourne line.  
 
The complicated 896 Cranbourne East Trainlink service has been discontinued after 13 years of operation. Like 
the former 571 to South Morang, the route was designed as a pseudo way to deliver the 1999 election promise 
of an extension (which has become expensive to deliver due to the preference to grade separate the major  
arterials of both South Gippsland Hwy and Cameron St). The route however was somewhat illegible, running a 
large circular path incorporating Cranbourne Park Shopping Centre and Casey Complex (a site of numerous 
community facilities, such as a library, aquatic centre, indoor sports centres/skate parks) along with the local 
TAFE and Casey Grammar School. 

 

Early morning and late evening trips often bypassed Cranbourne Park Shopping Centre or Casey Complex, 
although the July 2014 timetable introduced early morning trips from Cranbourne Park Shopping Centre to 
provide a frequent station connection for those in the Livingstone estate south of Berwick-Cranbourne Road.  
The circular format meant passengers alighting trains had a timetabled connection to Cranbourne Park  
Shopping Centre 1km away but there was often no equivalent bus back to the station.  
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TOP:A direct service 
from Pearcedale to has 
been reinstated after 
nearly 10 years. (82) 
0448 AO Volvo B10B/ 
Volgren of Cranbourne 
Transit wearing MMBL 
decals operates the new 
792 service on 14/11/16  
 
CENTRE: The area 
around the Clyde  
terminus of  route 897 
to Lynbrook is still only 
beginning to be  
developed. (86) 0440 
AO Volvo B10B/  
Volgren awaits  
departure on 17/11/16.  
 
BOTTOM: (88) Volvo 
B10B/ Volgren heads to 
Frankston with (62) 
Scania K310UB/  
Volgren in hot  
pursuit on 14/11/2016.  
(All photos by Craig 
Halsall) 
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This also skewed patronage figures, when many passengers alighted before the bus proceeded to Cranbourne 
East. Furthermore, 896 trips often terminated mid-loop in Brindalee Place before resuming again at Hunt Club  
Boulevard and running through the various back streets in Cranbourne East a second time, to ensure ideal train  
connections at either end of the trip. Other than a poor use of resources, it meant anyone boarding the bus at 
Casey Complex at these times (including most weekend trips) would have to endure a lengthy trip back to the 
station. Similarly, until the introduction of 898 in December 2010, Camms Road effectively only had a useable 
service in one direction, towards the station.  
 
Two late night Friday and Saturday evening buses ran a larger óNightlife Shuttleô loop incorporating  
Cranbourne West, but it is doubtful if they regularly carried passengers away from the standard route. This 
variation dates back to October 2006 when 0030 & 0100 trains were added on most lines, at a time when local 
youth were campaigning for a NightRider link (delivered in November 2008). Cranbourne West residents can 
continue to access the 982 Night Bus overnight. Resources saved from abolishing 896 have been reinvested 
into strengthening the existing 798 & 898 routes and extending 897, providing three direct options accessing to 
both the station and Cranbourne Park Shopping Centre.  
 
798 continues to operate between Cranbourne Park Shopping Centre and Clyde North via Cranbourne Station, 
Camms Road and Linsell Boulevard. The route has finally been extended into Selandra Rise, travelling along 
Selandra Boulevard and Heather Grove. Four extra trips have been added on Saturdays, while Sunday service 
has been doubled to 20 minutes, matching other days of the week. Services continue to run until 0015 on  
Saturday nights but on other nights buses finish around two hours earlier, a reduction in span to the old 896 
which ran to last train. The average peak headway has been reduced from 15 mins to 20 mins, resulting in some 
30 min gaps as the timetable is still customised to meet 15 min trains.  
 
Hunt Club Estate residents continue to be served by local feeder Route 898, which now travels via Cameron St 
(past the TAFE) and Cranbourne Park Shopping Centre enroute to the station, avoiding duplication with 798 on 
Camms Road. Weekday peak services now operate every 20 mins (formerly 25 ï 30 mins), matching the inter 
peak upgrade in July 2014. Saturday services have been increased from hourly to 40 mins.  
 
Route 897 has been extended east to Clyde via Berwick-Cranbourne Rd and Pattersonôs Rd. The route serves 
new estates beyond the reach of the former 896, passing Casey Complex (896) and Blue Hills Retirement  
Village (797) en route, along with Casey Fields sporting precinct, the sister Blue Hills Rise Retirement Village 
and óShopping on Clydeô, facilities only served by 796 trips before. The Ramleigh Springs estate provided 
indented bus stops and a turning circle on Pattersonôs Rd encouraging the early extension of the route when few 
homes have been built to date. As per 798, buses on 897 operate 20 mins 7 days however there is no late  
evening Saturday service.  
 
Although Cranbourne East and Clyde is largely well served for now, a further route along Lyneham Drive for 
residents moving into the Parks Edge estate will surely be needed within the next couple of years to cater for 
the current rate of growth.  
 
Lyndhurst & Central Park 
At the other end, 897 has been extended north from Central Parkway to Lynbrook via the Marriot Waters estate 
and Shopping Centre in Lyndhurst, another area crying out for a bus route for several years. The current loop 
north of Central Parkway is removed but most residents remain within walking distance to alternative stops. 
The 20 min 7 day headway is a significant increase for passengers along the existing parts of 897, which  
previously ran every 25 to 30 mins in peak periods and just once an hour on weekends.  
 
Cranbourne Park Shopping Centre 
Passengers on the restructured 897 & 898 should notice buses now operate to/from Cranbourne Park Shopping 
Centre in both directions.  Stretched resources in the December 2010 network had created a bizarre operating 
pattern, with off peak trips on Route 898 departing Cranbourne Park Shopping Centre for Archers Field Drive 
but on return terminating at the station, with passengers required to seek a connecting bus. The vehicle would 
then continue west to Central Park as 897. Upon return to the station, the bus would continue back to the  
shopping centre ï thus 897 buses failed to provide a direct bus home from the shops. On weekdays, a footnote 
advised 897 customers at Cranbourne Park Shopping Centre to catch an 898 bus 7 minutes earlier to connect 
with their bus. 
 
This model continued from July 2014 with the upgrade of inter peak services from 30 mins to 20 mins,  
although a connection from 898 to 897 was no longer timetabled. With the introduction of 798 at the same 
time, the timetable was thoughtfully designed to provide a consistent rail connection from Cranbourne Park 
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Shopping Centre, meeting trains in both directions, which also assisted passengers trying to navigate Routes 
897 and 898. While this is no longer the case with the new 798 timetable, buses on 791, 897 & 898 have been 
relocated to a common stop on High Street outside the centre, with all three routes generally timed to meet 
trains towards Melbourne.  The only Cranbourne route not to serve Cranbourne Park Shopping Centre is 792 
however there are ample connecting options under the new network.  
 
Dandenong South 
The original 2014 state election promise to operate 897 to Dandenong via Dandenong South has been delivered 
by introducing a separate 890 route between Dandenong & Lynbrook, providing bus services to light and heavy 
industry businesses along Greens Rd, Kitchen Rd and Abbotts Rd. Buses operate every 40 mins during the day 
and hourly in the early evening ï a 30 min weekday peak & peak-shoulder service would have been more  
attractive for workers, with hourly clock face services acceptable at other times. A 0425 departure from  
Lynbrook on weekdays will struggle to find passengers.  
 
Cranbourne North 
Cranbourne North has also grown in recent years, now expanding on the eastern side of Narre Warren-
Cranbourne Road. The Avenue Village Shopping Centre will become a focal point for three initial routes for 
local residents. A new 899 service operates directly from Berwick and Eden Rise Shopping Centre via Clyde 
Rd, Arbourlea Boulevard, Wheelers Park Drive, Alisma Boulevard & Mountainview Boulevard. This was a late 
addition, not mentioned during the consultation phase, which could explain the lesser 40 min frequency that 
operates, even at peak times. A southward extension of 847 from Casey Central to The Avenue Village is more 
direct than planned as a result of the 899, now travelling the length of William Thwaites Boulevard. 
Duplication with 834/835 on Heritage Drive has been removed. Existing headways are maintained - 30 min 
peak, 40 min inter peak and hourly weekends.  
 
Initial plans for 799 have also been revised, with the service extended to The Avenue Village Shopping Centre 
rather than Casey Central Shopping Centre, providing an east-west connection to Merinda Park Station on the 
Cranbourne line. The 799 has finally received a minimum standards boost, with later services Monday to  
Saturday along with new Sunday services. Weekend services operate every 40 mins (versus the former hourly 
Saturday timetable) however peak services have been cutback to 40 mins, reflecting poor patronage. Buses no 
longer run express in the counter-peak direction, assisting those wanting to transfer to 847 or 899 to reach  
Berwick.  
 
The inter peak and Saturday extension from Merinda Park to Cranbourne Park Shopping Centre has been  
deleted, passengers must now interchange to 841 or 893 (arguably many residents will find it acceptable just to 
walk to either route instead). Buses continue to travel along Waverley Park Drive, maintaining coverage in the 
Lawless Drive area and allowing same-stop transfers to/from 893 ï it was proposed buses continue along Huon 
Park Drive into Wentworth Avenue. Venturaôs 841 Cranbourne ï Fountain Gate ï Narre Warren North route 
retains its existing timetable, which considering other upgrades in the region, is now deserving of a more fre-
quent timetable.  
 
Hampton Park 
Services in Hampton Park, which have developed haphazardly over several decades with limited budgets, have 
also been revamped to provide a more logical and direct offering, with reduced route duplication. A number of 
the existing kinks in the 893 Dandenong ï Eumemmering ï Hallam ï Hampton Park ï Lynbrook ï Cranbourne 
service have been removed, strengthening its role as the main north-south link along Hallam Road and avoiding 
existing duplication with routes 891 and 894 which were added in later years.  
Following feedback during the public consultation, services continue to travel via Lynbrook Shopping Centre 
however no longer enter Lynbrook estate. The opening of the nearby station in April 2012 has reduced the need 
for 893 to travel through here, as did the introduction of 891 in December 2010. 
 
Weekend services on 893 have been tripled from hourly to 20 mins, matching a previous upgrade of inter peak 
services in July 2014. This is quite a contrast to the service levels just over 10 years ago, when buses only ran 
every 40 to 45 mins inter peak and every 90 mins on Saturdays!  
 
Route 891 (Lynbrook ï Hallam ï Fountain Gate) is now the only option for passengers along McDowall Road 
and Cairns Road, with passengers travelling to/from Cranbourne now required to change to 893 at Lynbrook 
Shopping Centre. The 891 has been amended to operate via Oaktree Drive and Willow Drive to cover off a 
removed section of 893. A planned change for buses to travel along Jeffery Street, Regans Road and Somerville 
Road did not proceed, nor did a possible extension onto Narre Warren Station.  
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Weekend services have been boosted from 60 to 40 mins but peak services have decreased from 30 to 40 mins. 
All morning peak services now travel to/from Fountain Gate, removing the Tinks Road short workings.  
 
Route 892 services between Dandenong & Casey Central now travel along Pound Road rather than Somerville 
Road in Hampton Park. The existing 30 min weekday frequency and hourly weekend frequency is maintained, 
when arguably this route is more deserving of a 40 min weekend headway than 890 given it serves a mix of 
industrial and residential areas. Morning peak runtimes have been reduced by around 5 minutes, but trips from 
the outer end of Narre Warren South will still take about 40 to 45 mins to reach Dandenong.  
 
Routes 894 (Hallam ï Amberly Park) and 895 (Fountain Gate ï Narre Warren South) uphold their existing 
timetables, which include peak services operating express in the counter peak direction to minimise bus  
requirements. Also 895 still ignores Fountain Gate Shopping Centre during peak times. Both issues require 
attention in a future revision. Residents in south-west Hampton Park lose out with cuts of around 70% to peak 
hour headways due to the routing changes for 892 and 893 - McDowall Rd and Cairns Road receive 1.5 buses 
an hour in peak periods on 891, compared to 5 buses previously. Services per hour on Somerville Road drop 
from 7 to 2, now only served by 894, with no services operating in the counter-peak direction.  
 
Endeavour Hills 
A new route 863 links Hampton Park and Endeavour Hills via Heatherton Road and Hallam Road. This  
provides residents in eastern Endeavour Hills with a Hallam rail connection for the first time, saving up to 15 
mins versus travelling into Dandenong. Extending 894 north to Endeavour Hills Shopping Centre or 861 south 
would have been a more efficient way to deliver this link, as the route has an unacceptably high 44% layover 
ratio in its current form (or 35 mins layover for every 45 min round trip). 863 operates every 40 mins 7 days a 
week, with trips until 9pm.  
 
Three decades after Endeavour Hills & Mossgiel Park were developed neighbourhoods adjoining Kennington 
Park Drive and Shetland Street finally now have a direct option to reach Endeavour Hills Shopping Centre, 
with 843 now travelling a spur along Mossgiel Park Drive. This adds 5 minutes to a trip to the terminus though. 
The combined 843/861 trip late on Sunday afternoons continues to operate, bypassing Endeavour Hills  
Shopping Centre.  
 
Bus services in Endeavour Hills unfortunately continue to operate below minimum standards level, particularly 
on Sundays when buses operate every 2 hours, starting as late as 1100 (861) and finishing between 1630 & 
1800. This was despite information during consultation that the 843 would be upgraded to operate every 40 
mins on Saturdays and every 60 mins on Sundays.  An upgrade to 842 between Endeavour Hills and Fountain 
Gate Shopping Centre is also solely needed ï this was promised by the Liberals prior to the 2014 state election.   
 
Vehicles. 
Cranbourne ordered 18 new Scania K310UB/ Volgren Optimus buses however only seven were available by 
implementation date. As a result, seven second hand Volvo B10Bs ex Sita Bus Lines are being used to deliver 
the Monday to Friday timetable. These buses, which retain the orange & white Sita livery, were purchased via 
auction to replace the former State Transit Mercedes Benz O405s at the sister Mansfield Mt Buller Bus Lines 
operation for their ski fields shuttles ï two had already spent time up there this winter, and are operating 
signwritten for MMBL! As these have roller blinds paper signage is required to identify routes The vehicles are 
fitted with bus tracking equipment but passengers enjoy a free ride, as myki devices were removed prior to 
being sold. All four remaining Volvo B10Ms in Cranbourne Transit fleet with traditional black & white Phillips 
colours are also being used, with sightings of up to ten high floors out on route duties across a single peak.  
Venturaôs Dandenong and Pakenham depots received eight new Volvo B7RLEs in the weeks leading up to the 
new timetable, and have been able to maintain a fully accessible service.  
 
Conclusion 
Overall, despite a few remaining quirks, the new network is a significant boost for residents in Melbourneôs 
outer south-east. Although some areas were well overdue to receive bus services, in other cases buses are being 
delivered as residents move in, which coupled with semi-frequent and direct 7-day routes should tame the car 
culture often synonymous with outer suburban living. Captive passengers whoôve tolerated the existing network 
will now enjoy fewer long waits and will no longer have to understand complex service patterns.  However 
PTVôs new interactive ñMelbourne by Busò map was not promptly updated with the changes, with the new 
routes only appearing towards the end of the second week of operation of the upgraded network. A new local 
area PDF for Casey has been uploaded to the PTV website along with incomplete versions for Frankston and 
Greater Dandenong that fail to show all the changes.  
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TOP: Prospective pax 
at Fountain Gate ask 
the driver if (81)  
Volvo B10B/ Volgren 
is the next 891 trip due 
to the lack of route no. 
in the windscreen, as 
Volvo (88) lurks in the 
background on 
17/11/16.  
(Craig Halsall)   
 
CENTRE: New (70) 
BS02LE Scania 
K310UB/ Volgren  
Optimus approaches 
the station on an 898 
trip from Cranbourne 
East on 16/11/16. 
(Geoff Foster)  
 
BOTTOM: With three 
routes into Frankston 
the stop can get full. 
Three Scanias, two 
bodied by Volgren and 
one Gemilang on 
17/11/16. (G. Foster)  
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Where it all began (Part 2):  
By Steven Haby 

 
The Victorian Motor Omnibus (Urban and Country) Act (1927) and  the Motor Omnibus Act (No. 3742, 1928) 
a brief summary of original regional and rural bus routes in Victoria. Part 2: Routes 81 onwards. This article 
follows on from Part 1 published in Panorama in 2015and will be continued in the March issue. 

 
No.  Route      Gazette Ref and Notes 
81 Bairnsdale ï Paynesville via Eagle Point  4 July 1928 p1823. This is now Bairnsdale route 
       13 operated by Paynesville Bus Lines (Gillick). 
82 Croydon ï Warrandyte via Kent & Healesville 4 July 1928 p 1823. No longer operates. 
 Roads to Plymouth Road thence via the  
 Warrandyte ï Ringwood Road 
83 Eltham District ï to any point within a five mile  11 July 1928 p1915.  Now covered by routes  

radius from Eltham Station   578-582 of Panorama Coaches 
 
84 Kilmore District  - to any point within a five mile 11 July 1928 p 1915 

Radius from Kilmore Post Office   A Kilmore Town Service is now operated by 
Mitchell Transit introduced from 27/01/14 

85 Gisborne District ï to any point within a five mile 11 July 1928 p 1915. GisBus (Sunshine Coaches) 
radius from Gisborne Station   now operates metro route 473 ï now a demand 

       Response service within Gisborne 
86 Wangaratta District ï to any point within a five 11 July 1928 p1915. Covered now by Fallonôs 
 mile radius from Wangaratta Station  town service (previously Cullens) comprising 
       Route 401 to 404 
 
87 Shepparton District ï to any point within a five 11 July 1928 p 1915. Shepparton Transit operate 
 Mile radius from Shepparton Station  numerous town services within Shepparton (the 

Former operators included Monti, Doyle and 
Ohlin) and Jacobsen (formerly Geraghty) runs 
out to neighboring Mooroopna. 

 88 Benalla District - to any point within a five mile 11 July 1928 p 1915. Benalla Bus Lines now  
 radius from Benalla Station   operates two routes on the local town service 
89 Maryborough District ï to any point within a three 11 July 1928 p 1915. A four route town service is 
 Mile radius from Maryborough Station  currently operated by Maryborough Transit 

(Lean) 
 
90 Cheltenham District ï to any point within a five Both 1 August 1928 p 2077. In 1928 Cheltenham 

and radius from Cheltenham Station  Mentone were considered to be out of Melbourne. 
91 Mentone District ï to any point within a three  Nowadays there are numerous metro routes run  
 Mile radius from Mentone Station   by Ventura and Transdev through both suburbs. 
92 Sale ï Dargo via Princes Highway to Stratford 1 August 1928 p 2077. It is no longer possible to  
 Thence Briagolong then via the Dargo Road. access Dargo via public transport. 
 
93 Clunes District ï to any point within a one mile 1 August 1928 p 2077. During the annual Clunes 
 Radius from the railway station   Booktown Festival, the local hotel provides a  
       service from the town centre to the station. 
 
94 Werribee District - to any point within five  Both 1 August 1928 p 2077. Now covered by  
 Radius from the railway station   many routes operated by CDC Melbourne 

      (previously run by Westrans (Kefford) and Pt 
      Cook-Werribee P.S.) 

95 Werribee ï No 1 Aircraft Depot (Laverton) via 
 Princeôs Highway and Point Cook Road 
 
96 Ballarat ï Clunes via the Ballarat ï Lexton and 1 August 1928 p 2077. For many years Davis 
 Maryborough- Ballarat Roads to Clunes  Bus Lines operated a stage service to Clunes. 
       Now it is served by the Ballarat ï Avoca and the 
       Ballarat ï Maryborough routes run by Littleôs. 
97 Monbulk ï Burleigh via Monbulk Road  1 August 1928 p 2077. No longer operates. 
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98 Pakenham Station ï Gembrook via Pakenham 1 August 1928 p 2077. No longer operates. 
 Township then the Woori-Yallock ïPakenham 
 And Gembrook Road to Gembrook. 
 
99 Geelong ï Queenscliff via Geelong ïQueenscliff 1 August 1928 p 2077. Now operates as route 32 
 and Geelong Roads    in the Bellarine Transit network by McHarryôs. 
100 Ballarat ï Rokewood via Ballarat ï Rokewood Rd 1 August 1928 p 2077. No longer operates. 
101 Geelong ï Rokewood via Ballarat-Geelong Road,  1 August 1928 p 2077. No longer operates. 
 Shelford-Bannockburn and Rokewood ï Shelford Roads 
 
102 Nowa Nowa ï Orbost via Princeôs Highway 1 August 1928 p 2077. Ceased operation but is 
       now covered by Dysonôs Bairnsdale ï Orbost 
       corridor V/Line services 
103 Birregurra ï Deaneôs Marsh   1 August 1928 p 2077. No longer operates. 
105 Leongatha ï Mirboo North via Leongatha -  8 August 1928, p 2132. Covered in part now by 
 Yarragon and Mardan Roads.   the Traralgon ï Wonthaggi route operated by 
       South Coast Bus. 
 
106 Mirboo North ï Inverloch via Berryôs Creek -  8 August 1928 p 2132 (see note under 105 above) 
 Leongatha ï Mirboo; Mardan; Leongatha ï  
 Yarragon and Inverloch ï Leongatha Roads 
107 Inverloch ï Lower Tarwin via Inverloch ï   8 August 1928 p 2132. Ceased operation but is  
 Lower Tarwin Road    now covered by a school bus route. 
108 Sale ï Yarram via Sale ï Longford Road and 8 August 1928 p 2132. Ceased operation. Now a 

Sale ï Yarram Road. school bus and Turnbullôs run a passenger service 
from Yarram to Traralgon. 

 
109 Sale ï Seaspray via Sale ï Longford and   8 August 1928 p 2132. Dysonôs Bairnsdale depot  
 Seaspray Road     now runs this service 
110 Heyfield ï Licola     8 August 1928 p 2132. No longer operates 
111 Benalla ï Mansfield via Benalla ïMansfield Rd 8 August 1928 p 2132. No longer operates but is 
       Now covered by a Benalla Bus Lines school run. 

BELOW: Original country bus route 81 still exists today as Gillickôs route 13 between 
Bairnsdale and Paynesville. Current vehicle is BS00HD Scania K280UB/ Bustech VST 
new in 2013, seen leaving the main street in October 2016. (Geoff Foster)  
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TOP: Seen here loading in 
Geelong for the Queenscliff 
run in the late 1970s is  
McHarryôs ILY 078 a 1973 
ex AAT-Kings Denning S.A. 
bodied rear engine Albion 
Viking VK57. 
(Bruce Tilley) 
 
CENTRE: To operate the 
Wangaratta Town Service 
(original route 86), in 1967/8 
Cullens bought a pair of 
Freighter bodied Hino 
RM100 33 seaters. KBR 749 
is seen loading at the old 
terminus in Reid Street. 
(Bruce Tilley) 
 
BOTTOM: Originally  
country route 83, Eltham 
services are now very much 
part of suburbia. CSQ 322 
Scania K92CRB/ Newnham 
of 1986 in the Hurstbridge 
Coaches fleet waits at Eltham 
Station for a 581 trip in 1986. 
(Geoff Foster) 



14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rail replacement : a commuterôs perspective 
By Steven Haby 
 
One of the key election platforms for the Andrews Government in Victoria is the elimination of around 50 level 
crossings across greater metropolitan Melbourne. This program of work has seen a number of large scale rail 
replacement programs as railway lines are temporarily closed to enable level crossings to be removed and new 
stations built.  
 
In October 2016 level crossings at Ginifer and St Albans were removed and the railway line lowered and new 
stations constructed at these two locations. This necessitated the replacement of suburban trains between  
Sunshine and Sunbury with buses and the replacement of V/Line services on the Bendigo line with coaches. 
The latter was also due to extensive track upgrading between Swan Hill, Echuca, Bendigo and Sunbury. 
This article is a brief summary of my perspectives as a V/Line commuter between Kyneton and Southern Cross 
on the rail replacement services offered. 
 
Pre-publicity 
V/Line did an excellent job of keeping their customers well informed with notices placed at all stations, infor-
mation on the PTV and V/Line websites, advertisements in the local papers and on-board announcements made 
by conductors in the days leading up to the replacement program. 
 
Timetables 
Timetables were available well in advance and incorporated a mix of óall station, limited express and expressô 
type services. In many cases direct express services ran from key stations in the morning and outbound in the 
evening peaks. For example the 0711 service from Kyneton that originated in Bendigo was replaced by 
amongst other services a direct 0702 express direct to Southern Cross calling at North Melbourne only. Up to 
six coaches would cover a service from Southern Cross for example with some running express to Bendigo or 
Woodend then Kyneton. 
 
Running times 
As one would expect rail replacement services were slower than the V/Line trains particularly if they were 
stopping all stations. On my trips catching the 0702 express from Kyneton arrival at Southern Cross was 
booked at 0828 however most trips ran at least 15 to 20 minutes late due to traffic on the Calder and  
Tullamarine Freeways (not helped by Tullamarine Freeway road works also under way at the time). Evening 
running times were not too bad although I normally caught the 1759 express to Kyneton which was scheduled 
to arrive at 1845. 
 
Operators 
With such a large operation it was expected that a case of óeverything with wheelsô would be in operation. 
Operators noted included: 
Australian Nationwide Tours   Crown Coaches 
Dyson Group (including vehicles from their Wodonga operation and Cobb & Co); 
Donric Group (including Bacchus Marsh Coaches; Gold Bus, Organôs and Sunbury Bus Service); 
Firefly Coaches      Hollandôs Adventure Holidays 
Skylight Buslines;    Sunshine Tours. 
 
Vehicle notes 
Vehicles ranged from school bus and day charter coaches right up to top range express coaches in the case of 
Firefly. All I rode in were fitted with seatbelts and were in exceptional condition inside and out. Hollandôs 
Adventure Tours had their Denning Landseer out for a run ï 1341AO a 48 seater with toilet originally with 
Australian Kakadu Tours delivered in 1988. This would have been the oldest coach on the V/Line replacement 
services but she was very well presented. 
 
Summary 
Overall the rail replacement (from a V/Line commuter perspective) acquitted itself very well. I did notice  
Kastoria and Sita vehicles out on the Metro rail replacement program whilst travelling in on the Calder  
Freeway. (ED: Other operators on the metro section included Dysons, Transdev and CDC)  
 
Coach drivers were friendly and made appropriate announcements en route as were V/Line staff at all stations. 
All in all despite grumbles from some regular passengers the entire operation was undertaken with utter profes-
sionalism and slickness and most importantly in good humour which made the inconvenience so much more 
pleasant. (See P16 for a few photos) 
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NATIONAL NEWS ROUNDUP 

 
Future Bus. 
Daimler Benz has released a new generation city bus capable of automated operation. The bus was able to drive 
automatically for a 20km journey along a section of bus rapid transit line in Amsterdam in July 2016. The bus 
ran at speeds of up to 70kph, stopped to the nearest centimetre at bus stops and traffic lights, drove off again 
automatically, braked for obstacles and pedestrians and communicated with traffic signals. The technology 
called City Pilot can also be fitted to current generation city buses to allow partial autonomous operation in bus 
lanes. The future bus utilises a modified version of the current Daimler Benz ñCitaroò body shell.  
 
Bustech in Adelaide 
Bustech have partnered with advanced manufacturer Precision Components to develop a bus building plant in 
Northern Adelaide. The S.A. Government has contributed a $2 million grant through their Automotive Trans-
formation Taskforce and the Northern Economic Plan. The purpose of the alliance is to establish an Adelaide 
manufacturing plant for Bustech's full product range, providing significant additional capacity to Bustech's 
Gold Coast plant. 
 
Bustech are producing four buses for TransAdelaide fleets (see photo on P59), including two trial electric  
buses. Bustech will also be bidding for the forthcoming 10 year bus supply contract for Adelaide citybuses. If 
successful the plant will generate up to 100 new local manufacturing jobs. 
 
Bus Driver Abuse. 
The increasing instance of bus drivers being verbally and physically abused by passengers has been reported in 
mainstream media in several States in recent months. Incidents were reported from NSW, Victoria and  
Queensland. Then came the worst possible confirmation of the trend on 28 October when Brisbane Transport 
bus driver Manmeet Alisher was set on fire by a man who had boarded his bus (Volvo 1280) in Moorooka. A 
passing taxi driver helped rescue 11 trapped passengers. The man was charged with murder and 11 counts of 
attempted murder but his motivation for the attack was unclear. 
 
Manmeetôs family, friends and locals held a vigil, Brisbane Council flags flew at half mast and in a wonderful 
show of unity drivers around the country planned days of respect during the following week by driving with 
headlights on and/ or wearing armbands. Social media also paid many tributes to both Manmeet and Aquek. 
Brisbane City Council has also set up a trust fund for his family and will be placing a monument in his honour. 
Whilst some aspects of bus driving are inherently dangerous and bus drivers have lost their lives in on road 
accidents, no one, but no one, deserves the type of death inflicted on this young man. 
 
The shocking incident came shortly after a joint survey by the Queensland Bus Industry Council and the 
Transport Workers Union revealed that more than half of 10,000 bus drivers surveyed had experienced regular 
abuse by passengers. The holiday areas of Cairns and the Gold Coast reported the worst violence, often  
associated with heavy drinking. More than 78% of drivers also reported having objects thrown at their bus with 
20% having been physically assaulted whilst at the wheel. Drivers also identified scheduling pressures and 
Translink contract renewal processes as additional sources of stress. Both QBIC Executive Director David Tape 
and the Transport Workers Union in Queensland have called for increased penalties for offenders who attack 
either drivers or fellow travellers.  
 

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 
 
Transport Canberra has announced that seven new routes will be added to the already part established bus rapid 
transit network. As well as the Gungahlin-Fyshwick and Kippax-Lanyon routes there will be routes to better 
link Woden, Tuggeranong, Barton and Belconnen. Woden to Civic via Barton will be introduced in 2017 with 
two routes due in 2018 being Woden ï City via Weston Creek and Belconnen ï Watson via Dickson. Plans call 
for the introduction of Tuggeranong to Civic via Erindale in 2019; Lanyon to Airport via Barton in 2020 and 
Belconnen to Airport via Civic also in 2020.  
 
The additional services will require an additional 80 drivers and cost $26 million on top of the extsing $120 
million annual budget. The additional kilometres be at least in part funded via offsets in bus kilometres  
consequential on the opening of the light rail service from 2018. It should also be noted that the ACT Election 
in October 2016 resulted in a narrow win for the Labor-Greens coalition which means that the light rail route 
will now definitely go ahead. Spokesperson Megan Fitzharris has also foreshadowed the use of electric buses, 
reforming the ticketing system, plus building more park and rides and bike and rides.  
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Octoberôs rail  
Replacement kept 
the coaches and the 
Southern Cross bus 
interchange at full 
stretch. 
 
TOP: Dysons were 
running the show 
and used many of 
their Irizar bodied 
Scania Coaches 
including (903) 
BS01UK seen on 
approach to  
Southern Cross. 
 
CENTRE: Pino 
Gattelaro of  
Sunshine Coaches 
has done a full  
Refurbishment of  
his 1985 Volvo 
B10M/ Volgren 
twin deck 8442 AO 
and it looks a treat 
emerging from 
Southern Cross in 
the morning sun. 
 
 
 
BOTTOM: Sita 
provided a lot of 
buses for the metro 
service north of 
Sunshine Station. 
 
Seen there on lay 
over are two of 
their many former 
Brisbane Transport 
Volvo B10L/ Ansair 
Orana low floors. 
  
(All photos by 
Geoff Foster) 
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TASMANIA 

 
Regional services 
The west coast to Burnie trial bus service, operated by Tassielink, which commenced in April 2016 has been 
further extended. From 25 October the service now starts and ends in Strahan instead of Queenstown, departing 
Strahan at 7.30am Tuesdays and Fridays arriving Burnie at 11.25 with the return departing at 2.30pm arriving 
Strahan at 6.10pm. 
 
From Monday 19 September, a new semi-express bus called Hospital Link runs between the Mersey  
Community Hospital, outside Devonport and the North West Regional Hospital at Burnie. The service operates 
four trips each way on weekdays and two on weekends with a 70 minute journey time. Departures from MCH 
are at 7.10am, 9.35am, 1.00pm and 4.00pm. The departure times from Burnie are at 8.17am, 11.45am, 2.42pm 
and 5.17pm. The service is operated by Metro Tasmaniaôs Burnie depot. With a metro Greencard a family of 
four can do the return trip for less than $25. The service also stops at Latrobe, Devonport, Ulverstone, Burnie 
and the University of Tasmania (Burnie). 
 
Metro News 
Metroôs introduction of a new Hobart network in January 2012 has facilitated a 3.5% increase in first boardings 
in the first six months of the new network. Overall, for the last 12 months, Metro posted a 2.2% increase in 
passenger traffic state wide. These statistics are highly commendable, especially when one is aware of some of 
rather gloomy statistics being posted by Metro in recent years. Also in the development mode is the Greencard 
cashless fare payment which also achieved a significant increase in usage, from 64% of passenger boardings in 
2014-5 to 82% in 2015-6. 
 
As many readers and observers will be aware, Metro has a large fleet of old buses but the fact is now official. 
Metroôs latest annual report states the current fleet is by far the oldest in Australia with the average age at 16.3 
years. It is hoped that the purchase of 100 new buses (see ABP 32.1 and 32.2) will result in a decrease in the 
average age to 11.6 years ï a figure more in line with other state capital city operators. Delivery of the first of 
seven new Scania articulated buses for Hobart is scheduled for March 2017. Five of these new buses will re-
place the last of the Volvo B10M artics which date from 1986-87, while the other two will facilitate growth in 
the number of services operated by articulated buses. 
 
Metroôs Annual Report for 2015-16 reported that a 25% increase in boardings on buses operating between the 
University campus at Newnham and the Launceston CBD on a new ñTurn Up and Goò service led to the  
University of Tasmania  continuing to assist Metro to fund the expanded service in 2016. 
 
Launceston Service Review. 
Metro Tasmania ran public consultations from 17/10/16 to 11/11/16 on a new and simplified bus route network 
for Launceston. The review covers both general access and school bus services and is due to be implemented in 
July 2017. Metro states it has developed a network design that is reflective of contemporary public transport 
planning principles, and meets its operating contract.  The new network will streamline services to require 
fewer, more direct routes (37 down to 21) with some poorly patronised routes and services through difficult to 
traverse side streets abolished This will allow resources to be invested in a simpler, more frequent and easier to 
understand network. In some cases greater walking distance to bus stops may be required, however, all suburbs 
currently serviced by Metro will continue to be serviced under the new network.  
 
The proposed structure features a new cross-city route, linking the University with Kings Meadows Shops via 
Mowbray Shops, Invermay, Inveresk, City, Hospital and Six Ways; replacing the current turn up and go service 
between Mowbray and the city. Travel times on all routes will be re-calculated to better reflect current traffic 
conditions and improve reliability. Routes will be scheduled, where possible, to minimise waiting times for 
people transferring between services in the City and school bus services will be reviewed to maximise the  
number of general access services available to the whole community.  
 

QUEENSLAND 

 
The Bus is Late. 
Figures released in September shows more Queensland buses are running late. Translinkôs Q4 Tracker numbers 
showed 93.26% of buses ran on time between April and June 2016 compared to 95% in the same period in 
2015. Unsurprisingly Brisbane fared the worst with just 87.9% on time running compared to 97.6% for trains.  
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A Translink spokesperson said buses were continuing to perform well above the existing benchmarks for on 
time running. The Translink report also showed passenger dissatisfaction with fare affordability is high, 5-10 
points below satisfactory levels and some 20 points below best practice. Fares are due to be reduced from  
January 2017 including reduced off peak fares and less zones. The number of trips, however was up for the 
quarter at 46.44 million trips (up 2.3% from the previous year).  
 
From Monday 12 December a number of changes were made to bus routes and stops through the CBD due to 
the commencement of construction works for the Queens Wharf development. From the same day many  
timetable changes came into place as did revised stand allocations at Garden City. Tenders closed on 18/11/16 
for Railbus Service-Maryborough West Rail Station-Hervey Bay, Railbus Service-Proserpine Rail Station-
Whitsundays and Transfer Service Bowen Rail Station-Bowen Town. 
 
BT Bus Service Review. 
After its failure to respond effectively to the previous bus service review carried out by Translink, the Brisbane 
City Councilôs public transport committee has now launched its first major review of bus services since 2012. 
Many BT services frequently run up to 25 minutes late because running times do not reflect current operating 
and traffic conditions which has resulted in State Government payments to the BCC being reduced by $5.2 
million a year. Other issues to be reviewed include routes with repeated cancellations due to late running and 
services to Queensland Rail stations which are under patronised. The Council has also signalled its intentions to 
do away with three digit route numbers to be replaced by two digits plus colour coding and branding, 
 
Toowoomba Service Review. 
Proposals were put to public consultation during October 2016, for implementation in 2017, and will be  
administered by Translink rather than Qconnect. The existing routes will also be renumbered and in some cases 
split as follows: 
901 Harlaxton ï City ï Harristown ï University of Southern Queensland (USQ) (currently route 1) 
902 City ï Glenvale (currently the western part of route 2) 
903 City ï Mount Lofty (currently the eastern part of route 2) 
904 City ï Centenary Heights ï USQ (currently eastern part of route 4) 
905 City ï Ruthven Street south ï USQ with some trips extended to Westbrook (currently western part of 4) 
906 Airport Estate ï City - Kellyôs Corner ï Toowoomba Plaza (currently route 5 which extends beyond the 
plaza to USQ) 
907 Wilsonton Heights ï City ï West Street ï USQ (currently route 6) 
950 City ï Highfields ï Crows Nest (replacing routes 300/301/314/315) 
The Kan Go City ï Rangeville Taxi Bus service (unchanged) 
 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
 
Services 
Buses will replace trains on the Outer Harbour and Grange railway lines for three weeks during January 2017 
whilst major grade separation works are undertaken between Bowden and Croydon.  
 
Smartphone Ticketing Trial. 
The SA Government called tenders, which closed on 4 October for ticketing companies to provide a three 
month trial of smartphone based ticketing on a selected route for a controlled test group of users. The purpose 
of the trial is to determine the practicability or otherwise of utilising such a facility more broadly across the 
system.  No timing has yet been indicated for when the trail will commence. 
 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
 
Service Reliability 
TransPerth had its best year for punctuality and trips operated for five years in 2015-16 with 99.2% of trips run 
and an average on time running rate of 85.2%. 
 
Busbee. 
A new uber style of operation for buses has been developed by Perth firm Busbee. The app allows bus  
operators to set up direct express routes not serviced by current contracted public transport providers. The first 
such service will be from Ellenbrook to the CBD starting on Monday 3 October and will utilise a coach with 
Busbee signwriting provided by Horizons West. Further routes are planned. The concept is similar to that tried 
in Melbourne by Suitjet which did not last beyond a trial period. The service is on demand which means that 
only requested trips will actually operate. A return Ellenbrook ï City fare is $18. 
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RAC Intellibus Trial 
Australiaôs first trial of a driverless mini bus was carried out in Perth under the aegis of the Automobile Club of 
Western Australia with support from the State Government. After first being tested in a closed environment, the 
bus was placed into service on a 25 minute service between Sir James Mitchell Park and the Old Mill in South 
Perth via South Perth Esplanade. Passengers had to register to book rides and reports suggest that many took 
the opportunity to sample the unique service. 
 
The bus used is an 11 seat +4 standees minibus built by Navya SAS, a French company.  It runs at an average 
speed of 25kph with top speed capability of 45 kph. No standees are being permitted during the trial which also 
has a ñchaperoneò on board mainly to answer questions but who can also press an emergency stop button if 
required. The chaperone cannot, however, drive the bus as there is no steering wheel or pedals. The bus features 
a series of internal and external cameras ï capable of reading traffic lights, a GPS system, emergency braking 
and 2D and 3D LIDAR systems which use ultra violet light to sense and avoid obstacles.   
 
Driverless vehicles are not, of course new. There are numerous rail systems, mainly metro style in cities and at 
airports around the world which use driverless trains. Driverless trucks are also in use at some mines including 
those run by Rio Tinto in WAôs Pilbara region. 
 
Services. 
From Sunday 2 October 2016, route 597 no longer deviates via the Mandurah Retirement Village as this section 
of Third Avenue is no longer a public road. An Alternative stop for intending passengers is available on  
Collibah Avenue. From Sunday 13 November 2016 minor timetable changes were made to routes 15, 111, 114, 
115, 148, 150, 158, 160, 402, 403, 404, 407, 441, 442, 443, 444, 445, 446, 447, 501, 502, 503, 504, 511, 512, 
513, 910 and 990 will undergo time changes. None of these involved changes to routes or to the total number of 
trips operated. 
 
Regional Services 
The tender for Karratha services was won by Go West Tours and comes into place from 1 January 2017. 
A revised Bunbury route network and timetables were introduced from 16 October 2016.  
825 is a new shuttle to the Dolphin Discovery Centre, replacing the rerouted 827. 
Express bus station - train station trips now numbered 826. 
827 Bunbury ï Eaton no longer serves Koombana Dr (diverted via current 845 route - Hayes/Herbert/Austral). 
828 and 829 Bunbury to Health Campus are unchanged. 
830 Bunbury ï Health Campus rerouted from Spencer/Plaza/Stockley/Jarvis to the coast to compensate for 
removal of 831, alignment tweaked in Carey Park, selected trips extended to College Grove. 
831 Bunbury ïDalyellup has been deleted due to low patronage.  
832 Bunbury ï Health Campus has been diverted via Stockley/Plaza to compensate for the realignment of the 
830, also has had some attempts at route straightening. 
841 Bunbury ï Kingston and 843 Bunbury ï Dalyellup are both unchanged. 
842 is a trial service providing direct access twice daily between the growing Dalyellup area and the Hospital, 
TAFE and The Parks shopping Centre. 
844 Bunbury ï Eaton has been straightened a little in East Bunbury, extended to the existing 845 terminus. 
845 Bunbury ï Eaton/ Millbridge takes significantly more direct routes from the bus station to Bunbury Forum 
(the Hayes/Herbert/Austral run is now served by the 827) and from Bunbury forum to Eaton Fair, now deviates 
into Millbridge.  

In the longer term, this route will 
extend over the Collie River via 
Treendale to Kingston There is 
little change to frequencies but 
some routes have additional early 
or later trips. The 845 has been  
reduce to two-hourly on Saturdays 
and the844 takes over the Sunday 
service. 
 

LEFT: A publicity image of 
the Perth driverless  
intellibus taken from the 
RAC website. 



20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOP: Torrens Transit, 
Adelaide (1359) 
SB42GT is one of the 
batch of ex Territory 
Transit, Darwin 1999 
Volvo B10BLE/  
Volgrens. It is seen at 
Tonsley on 10/9/16) 
(Scott Mitchell) 
 
CENTRE: Buslink, 
Darwin 190 mo 3455 a 
2013 Mercedes 
0500LE/ Volgren  
Optimus heads for the 
city on route 8. 
(Adam Jones) 
 
BOTTOM: TP 2360 of 
Path Transit,  
Welshpool was one of 
the first batch of Volvo 
B7RLE/ Volgren  
Optimus buses to be 
delivered to the 
TransPerth fleets from 
2014 onwards. 
(Matthew Jennings) 
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VICTORIA 

Contributions from Craig Halsall, Peter Parker, Jason Blackman and Bradley Matthews. 
 
A Busy Month for Coaches. 
The Bendigo rail line was closed for most of October to enable both maintenance on the Taradale viaduct as 
well as the relocation of St Albans Station. Other activities during October included a weekend of closure for 
the Albury and Shepparton Lines and the Moto GP weekend at Phillip Island which required coach services 
(branded as catch a Coach) from several regional centres and from Southern Cross, making the SCS coach 
terminal a rather busy place during the month. 
 
Ginifer alteration  
As of 31 October, buses on CDC Melbourneôs 423 (St Albans ï Brimbank Central) were adjusted to omit Clare 
Street when travelling west, now stopping outside the relocated and grade separated station now adjacent to 
Furlong Road. Trips to St Albans continue to follow the existing route.  
 
Another depot move for Transdev 
For a third consecutive month Transdev has relocated buses following a depot closure, with last shifts at the 
temporary North Melbourne depot in Laurens Street on Friday 28 October, just shy of 5 months. This interim 
depot commenced operation in conjunction with timetable changes on Sunday 5 June. The depot was created to 
allow upgrade works to take place at the Doncaster and North Fitzroy depots, with a moderate number of buses, 
shifts and drivers moved due to reduced space while works took place. The depot largely operated Monday to 
Friday only, with only a handful of weekend shifts. Among the associated shift and roster changes with the 
closure of North Melbourne depot, Sunshine West depot lost its limited shifts on Routes 234, 235, 236 & 237 in 
the Port Melbourne area. 
 
The new allocation of routes to depots is as follows: 
Sunshine Depot: 215, 216, 219, 220, 223, 232, 600, 903, 922, 923 
North Fitzroy Depot 200, 207, 232, 234, 235, 236, 237, 246, 250, 251, 270, 271, 273, 279, 281, 284, 285, 293, 
295, 302, 303, 304, 305, 309, 318, 350, 903, 905, 906, 907, 908 
Doncaster Depot 200, 207, 232, 234, 235, 236, 237, 246, 270, 271, 273, 279, 280, 281, 282, 284, 285, 293, 295, 
302, 303, 304, 305, 309, 318, 364, 370, 380, 901, 902, 903, 905, 906, 907, 908 
Keysborough and Airport West Depots: 901, 902  
Heatherton Depot 219, 220, 600, 922, 923, 901 TAFE shuttles (overtime), 903 
 
Western Suburbs Services 
From 31 October CDC Melbourne introduced an enhanced timetable for Route 418 between Caroline Springs 
& St Albans. Two extra morning peak trips have been added from Caroline Springs boosting frequency from 20 
mins to 15 mins, while weekend headways have gone from 60 mins to 40 mins.  During October PTV also 
sought public input regarding proposed changes to bus changes in the Caroline Springs area in outer north-west 
Melbourne. Following the success of networks in Brimbank, Wyndham and Plenty Valley, PTV will again 
develop another frequent combined corridor and apply their two-tier model of semi-frequent connector routes 
supported by local routes operating less often.  
 
The changes would be delivered in two stages, with changes to 461 and 462 scheduled for early next year when 
the new station opens at Caroline Springs, further expanding Kastoriaôs footprint within Caroline Springs. 
Other changes are earmarked for later on. There are two variations on the plan for Routes 456 & 462.  
Proposals include: 
215 (Caroline Springs Town Centre - Highpoint)  Hourly Weekend frequency (currently 60 - 80 mins) 
216 (Caroline Springs (Rockbank Middle Rd) - City - Brighton Beach) Split at Sunshine, western end to 
Caroline Springs forms part of new 426  
426 (Caroline Springs Town Centre - Sunshine) New route incorporating Transdev's 216 trips on the Ballarat 
Rd corridor, finally extended north to Caroline Springs Town Centre. Route will altered to serve Burnside 
Heights in 2018 once Westwood Drive bridge opens. 
456 (Melton - Sunshine) The Sunday route along Neale Dr and Rockbank Middle Rd (past Sri Dunga Manor 
Temple) would now operate 7 days a week. Option A sees buses operate direct along Rockbank Middle Road, 
while option B sees the route travel along The Parkway and Bridgewater Terrace should 462 not be extended to 
Deer Park (see below). Inter peak headway will be reduced from 30 to 40 mins to offset with new 426.  
426+456 (Burnside - Sunshine combined corridor) Splitting the 216 at Sunshine will allow headways west of 
Sunshine to be harmonised with 456, improving train-bus coordination at Albion & Sunshine.  
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Buses will also be more reliable as they will no longer be travelling 40km from Brighton Beach in unpredicta-
ble inner City traffic conditions. Services will be offset to provide flat 10 min headways at peak periods with 20 
min inter peak and weekend daytime headways, mirroring new corridors in Plenty Valley. The weekday inter 
peak headway would drop from 4 to 3 trips per hour in order to harmonise with trains, but the current combined 
timetable is often lumpy. 215 also travels this corridor, but it will continue to bypass Albion Station. 
 
460 (Watergardens - Caroline Springs Town Centre - Caroline Springs Station) 460 will be further 
strengthened as a trunk north-south route by being extended south down Caroline Springs Bvd to the new  
station south of the Western Hwy. Peak service upgraded from 25 mins to 20 mins, inter peak service upgraded 
from 40 mins to 20 mins. Weekend service possibly a 20-40-20-40 min headway to meet the Ballarat line  
timetable, this is a bit unclear.  
461 (Watergardens - Caroline Springs Town Centre) Revised to operate along City Vista in the new parts of 
Plumpton. Peak service upgraded from 40 to 30 mins. 
 
462 (Watergardens - Caroline Springs Town Centre - Deer Park Station) & 464 Caroline Springs Town 
Centre - Deer Park) There are two options for 462, the first sees the route extended to serve The Parkway and 
Bridgewater Terrace before counting to Deer Park Station via Caroline Springs Boulevard, Ballarat Road, 
Westwood Drive, Robinsons Road and Foleys Road, serving industrial areas in Ravenhall and poorly served 
housing in south-west Deer Park. Option B would leave 462 at the current terminus, with 456 taking in The 
Parkway and Bridgewater Terrace. A separate 464 would cover the above mentioned unserved areas south of 
Ballarat Road whilst option A would see 462 operate every 45 mins along the entire route at peak times, while 
option B would see 462 run a 33 - 66 min peak headway and 464 run just hourly. Outside peak times, a token 
hourly headway remains in either option. 
 
Run Melbourne detours 
Morning road closures for Run Melbourne marathons on Sunday 16 October saw various detours and stop 
closures affecting Routes 216, 219, 220, 246, 600, 605, 606 & 922 across the inner south. CDC Melbourneôs 
606 services from Port Melbourne were truncated at Park St St Kida with no service in Elwood or Elsternwick 
before 1230 ï passengers were advised to use Transdevôs 246, which in turn was operating in three connecting 
segments to minimise delays ï Elsternwick to Woonsocket Court/ Barkly Street, St Kilda; Woonsocket Court/ 
Barkly Street to High Street/ Punt Road & High Street/ Punt Road to Clifton Hill.  
 
Elsternwick tram works 
The unofficial Melbourne Cup Long Weekend from 29 October to 1 November saw tram track renewal works 
take place at the intersection of Nepean Highway & Glen Huntly Road in Elsternwick. Bus routes 216, 219, 
246 & 606 were affected by stop closures. In particular, passengers travelling to Elwood and St Kilda on 246 
were required to walk 500m from Elsternwick Station and shopping precinct to a temporary terminus on 
Rusden Street near New Street.  
 
New interactive bus network map  and website review 
In mid October PTV launched a new interactive bus network map on a dedicated website 
www.melbournebybus.com.au  The map allows passengers to trace individual metropolitan bus routes on a 
Google Map background as well as preform journey plans but does not include train, tram or regional routes at 
this time. A quirk is the map shows the full 684 service to the rural hamlet of Eildon, some 140km from the 
Melbourne CBD. An associated advertising campaign is running alongside the map, which includes  
promotional hangers on buses and a fold up map showing bus routes in the Maribyrnong municipal area around 
Footscray and Highpoint.  
 
Meanwhile, PTV have issued new Hume and Bendigo local area map PDF files online illustrating the new 543 
Roxburgh Park - Greenvale Gardens service and changes to Bendigoôs Route 60 to East Bendigo.  
 
PTV are currently conducting a survey regarding the functionality of the PTV website. One would suspect a 
refreshed website will be delivered in the new year coinciding with the launch of the new Transport for Victoria 
(TFV) authority.  
 
SkyBus fare discounts 
To attract passengers to Skybusô new St Kilda Express route, they will be discounting the return fare by $1 to 
$18 over summer. Meanwhile, seniors can now enjoy a $3 fare reduction on the $19 single fare, a 16% saving. 
A new 5-trip online ticket has been introduced for $85, saving $10, a $2 discount per ride. A separate 10-trip 
ticket can be purchased at ticket booths for $160, with a greater $30 saving, a $3 discount per ride. The family 
fare was heavily discounted earlier in the year - up to 4 children travel free with a paying adult.   

http://www.melbournebybus.com.au
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On 18/9/11 our Sydney friends 
ran a tour to Kingsgrove B.S./ 
Casula B.S. Thanks must go to 
Geoff Newham and his team 
and also to Michael Psaltis of 
Southside for the transfer bus. 
 
TOP: There are five Volvo/
P&D units in the fleet, two B59s 
and three B10Bs all of which 
originated with Hopkinsons.  
m/o 5264 is one of the B10Bs. 
 
CENTRE: A single ex Harris 
Park Hino CG277K/ CC is now 
m/o 4818. 
 
BOTTOM: The unique Leyland 
Tiger articulated bus bodied by 
Superior in 1983 was acquired 
by Casula B.S. from Mt Gravatt 
B.S in Brisbane. It was posed in 
the afternoon rain at Liverpool  
interchange.  
(All photos by Geoff Foster) 
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TOP: Stored at the 
Kingsgrove B.S. depot is 
this beautifully restored 
1960 Syd Wood bodied 
Bedford SB3. It has had 
several owners and was 
first restored by Parsons 
of Wauchope. 
 
CENTRE: Kingsgrove 
have acquired six MAN 
16.240/ Custom Coaches 
buses dating from 1989-
90 for their school  
charter work. After some 
refurbishment and a  
repaint they are fine for 
further service. One of 
these is m/o 6360 which 
was (177) at Busways and 
is seen at the rear of the 
Casula B.S. depot. 
 
Since the tour three ex 
Busways Mercedes 0405/ 
Custom Coaches from 
1993-4 have now joined 
the fleet.  
 
BOTTOM: Another semi 
regular source of second 
hand buses for the fleet 
has been Kangaroo Bus 
Lines of Brisbane. From 
this source have come 
four MCAs and two  
Denning Landseers 
bought direct and m/o 
9727 Volvo B10ML/ Fuji  
articulated which had a 
short spell in between at 
Cumberland Coaches. 
 
(All photos by  
Geoff Foster) 


